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W226 N2940 DUPLAINVILLE ROAD 
WAUKESHA, WI 53186 
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It's Never Been About Trading 


Learn how our personal freedoms and national independence 


are being undermined by the establishment’s “international 
merger” agenda. Then, use this book to wake up your fellow 
Americans and work with them to stop the New World Order. 
This fourth printing includes a new chapter on “Amending 
the Constitution by Treaty” and an “Addendum Two,’ which 
provides updates on international merger news since the 2015 
third printing. (2017ed., 185pp, 1/$9.95; 12-23/$7.50ea; 24- 
39/$5.50ea; 40+/$4.95ea) BKIMFE17 


with new and updated material! 
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Deep State: Pulling Strings 

From Behind the Scenes 

After the election of Donald Trump, many 
Americans noticed the concerted efforts 
by intelligence agencies, government 
bureaucrats, rich elites, and major media to 
vilify Trump and stop his agenda — for the 
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vilty Until Proven Innocent 
Americans have long prided ourselves on 
creating a government that serves the people, 
not oppresses them. We were “innocent until 
proven guilty” in a court of law. That entire 
ideal is now being overturned. (March 19, 
2018, 48pp) TNA180319 


first time noticing the Deep State. (January 
8, 2018, 48pp) TNA180108 


California Burning: Global Warming 

or Federal Mismanagement? 

With large sections of California — including 
many houses — going up in flames this past 
year, many prominent people, have blamed 
global warming for the fires. But the evidence 
— strongly —points elsewhere. (February 5, 
2018, 48pp) TNA180205 


Craziness in Kids’ Classes 
Many parents are oblivious to the fact that public 
schools are giving up on education’s three R’s in 
exchange for almost literal brainwashing in favor of 
leftist causes: “gay rights,’ multiple genders, atheism, 
etc. (April 9, 2018, 48pp) TNA180409 


Monopoly: Fears, Fallacies, and Facts 
Probably every high-school student in 
America has heard that Theodore Roosevelt 
busted monopolies that harmed Americans. 
That is just one fiction upended in this 
article. (March 5, 2018, 48pp) TNA180305 
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EDUCATION 
Craziness in Kids’ Classes 5 
by Selwyn Duke — Parents likely assume their children are S 
receiving the same public-school instruction they did. Very wrong! 2 
Taking Them to School ? 
Interview of Dr. Duke Pesta by Robin Kinderman — Dr. Duke a 
Pesta, academic director at FreedomProject Academy, promotes the & 
homeschooling option and defends against attacks. 
CULTURE 
Out With the Oscars 
by James Murphy — The Oscars saw its lowest-ever ratings. But 
don’t hold out hope that the show will now become less liberal. 
WORLD 
And the Russian President Is 
— the Same Again! 
by Tatiana Christy — Vladimir Putin has now been elected to his 
fourth term as president, consolidating communist-like control 
through a rigged ballot box and a slew of new laws. 
BOOK REVIEW 
Climate-change Claptrap > 
by James Murphy — Marc Morano explains in his new book how 2 
media and scientists on a mission have dented logic, banged around a. 
facts, crashed careers, and disappeared disagreements. 
HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 
The Waco Tragedy: 25 Years Later 
by Steve Byas — It is apparent that the Waco assault on the Branch 
Davidian sect was unprovoked, and government leaders were at fault. 
THE LAST WORD : : 
Terrified of Tariffs? & 
by William EF Jasper 
29 Th mally cement A @) 
Climate Change 
Letters to the Editor The Goodness of America : 
Inside Track Exercising the Right < 
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AP’s Fake News 


Your article “Unnoteworthy News” about 
fake news (February 19 issue) really hit 
home with me, as I have witnessed it 
firsthand. But in your article, you failed 
to mention, arguably, the largest and 
worst agency for fake/biased political 
reporting, the Associated Press. In 2016, 
during the first presidential debate, I had 
occasion to discover just how biased this 
mainstream news service had become. 
Up to that time, I had always felt that 
when I read a newspaper article that con- 
tained the AP designation, it could be re- 
lied on to be factual. I could not believe 
that such a major news service would risk 
its reputation to slant its coverage. Then 
I watched the presidential debate on TV 
and read the AP accounts in the papers the 
next day. It was like two completely dif- 
ferent events. The AP tried to make read- 
ers believe that then-candidate Trump 
had no respect for the military, when the 
opposite was the truth. For me, that was 
the end of allowing left-wing journalists 
to influence my opinion. 
KEN LEIFHEIT 
Soldiers Grove, Wisconsin 


For Trump and Tariffs 


Thank you, President Trump, for finally 
standing up for America and its workers 
and proposing tariffs on imported steel and 
aluminum. America is by far the largest 
economy in the world, and it has every 
right to reciprocate against negative poli- 
cies from foreign countries — true free- 
dom to trade where and how we want and 
not get into harmful foreign entanglements 
disguised as trade agreements. 

Globalists and their cronies are squeal- 
ing like stuck pigs because their hidden 
agenda is to promote a New World Order 
— world government — under the hidden 
agenda shield of trade agreements, and 
they are being unveiled and hopefully neu- 
tralized by a president elected by people 
who truly want to put America First. 

We have already lost hundreds of thou- 
sands of our best-paying manufacturing 
jobs because of these trading policies, and 
our service jobs, which account for four 
out of five jobs in America, are targeted 
by globalist vested interests. 

Jim KING 
Rialto, California 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Attack the Minimum Wage 


Let’s attack minimum wages this way: 
Our courts have long protected citizens by 
outlawing or restricting dangerous prod- 
ucts and practices. 

Under much-higher minimum wages, 
can unemployed youth join job competi- 
tion? Are they able to? Not well. 

Will employers attempt the gamble of 
hiring overpaid, inexperienced, poorly 
educated job seekers among a plethora of 
choices? Why take the risk? Laying off 
the unqualified youth might even offend 
some random bureaucrat with authority to 
stop it! 

Price control is an outdated, evil, so- 
cialist idea. Minimum wage is price con- 
trol! Socialist Scandinavia is surprising 
the rest of the world — me included — 
by rejecting it! U.S. unemployment and 
minimum wages are wedded in an unholy 
union. How long will young Americans 
have to suffer the consequences? 

GUNNAR UNNELAND 
Shoreline, Washington 


Hardly That Harrison 


In THE NEw AMERICAN article entitled 
“John Foster Dulles: How This early 
‘Deep-Stater’ Harmed America” (March 
5 issue), it states: “The Harrison adminis- 
tration [meaning William Harrison] ended 
before it could act on the new govern- 
ment’s request for annexation (the next 
president, Grover Cleveland, quickly 
nixed the idea).” 

William Harrison was the ninth presi- 
dent of the United States. The next presi- 
dent was John Tyler, not Grover Cleveland, 
who was the 22nd and 24th president. 

Ha, Ha! You can’t fool me. I have all 
the presidents memorized. 

WALLACE HOFFMAN 
Sent via e-mail 


The author responds: I am sorry about 
that mistake. I can recite the presidents 
in order, and I certainly meant Benjamin 
Harrison, the grandson of William Henry 
Harrison. — Steve Byas 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Census Bureau Forecasts Older Americans Will Qutnumber Children 


The U.S. Census Bureau released data from its 2017 National 
Population Projections on March 13 revealing an important dem- 
ographic turning point in U.S. history. The report noted that by 
2030, all Baby Boomers will be older than age 65. This will in- 
crease the size of the older population such that one in every five 
U.S. residents will be of retirement age. 

“The aging of Baby Boomers means that within just a couple 
decades, older people are projected to outnumber children for 
the first time in U.S. history,” the release said, quoting Jonathan 


Vespa, a demographer with the U.S. Census Bureau. “By 2035, 
there will be 78.0 million people 65 years and older compared to 
76.4 million under the age of 18.” 

The Census Bureau’s projections indicated that the 2030s will 
be a “transformative” decade for the U.S. population in several re- 
spects. Notably, the population is expected to grow at a slower pace, 
age considerably, and become more racially and ethnically diverse. 

The major source of population growth is also expected to 
shift. What the bureau describes as net international migration (as 
a result of immigration) is projected to overtake natural increase 
in 2030 as the primary source of population growth in the United 
States. The report said this is another demographic first for the 
United States. 

A predictable outcome of having several generations with high 
birth rates followed by succeeding generations with low birth 
rates is that, eventually, there will be smaller numbers of work- 
ers paying into the Social Security system, just as the number of 
retirees is very high. 

If one conclusion can be made from this latest census study, it 
is that the influential abortion and contraception lobby that has 
contributed to America’s declining birth rate for the past 55 years 
will inevitably change the demographic makeup of our nation 
in the future. Much has been written about the morality of the 
contraceptive culture, but that culture will have economic con- 
sequences, as well. 


Chinese Communist Party Influence on U.S. College Campuses 


In true communist fashion, the Chinese government is using dis- 
honest and underhanded tactics — and lots of money — to influ- 
ence both perception and public policy in the United States. One 
of China’s favorite tactics is using Chinese student groups known 
as Chinese Students and Scholars Associations (CSSAs) to do the 
bidding of the communist government. 

In a March 7 report, Foreign Policy exposed the ways the Chi- 
nese government funds student groups and directs their actions. It 
cites several examples, based on messages and records reviewed 
by Foreign Policy, as well as interviews with Chinese students, 
who “requested anonymity for fear of potential reprisals.” 

One of the examples cited in the article is of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s September 24, 2015 visit to the United States. Xi 
visited business and tech leaders in and around Seattle, Washing- 
ton, before heading to a state dinner with President Obama at the 
White House. But those were not the only honors shown to Xi 
during his visit. As the article explains, “When Chinese President 
Xi Jinping visited Washington on Sept. 24, 2015 on a state visit, 
hundreds of Chinese students lined the streets for hours, carry- 
ing banners and flags to welcome him.” Each of those students 
was paid $20 for lining the streets, waiving prepared banners and 
flags, and praising the communist leader. 

This practice is widespread and routine. The article says that 
“CSSAs regularly accept funds from their local consulates and 


many officially describe themselves as under the ‘guidance’ or 
‘leadership’ of the embassy.” 

A good example of that can be seen in what happens when a 
Chinese student refuses to praise the communist government. In 
May 2017, Shuping Yang, a graduating student at the University 
of Maryland, gave a commencement speech using the compari- 
son between the air quality in the United States to that in China as 
a metaphor for the difference between freedom and tyranny. Yang 
was immediately attacked by the local CSSA, which accused her 
of spreading “false statements and rumor.” When the video of her 
speech went viral, they posted their own video denouncing Yang. 


: AP Images 


filo/E+/Getty Images Plus 


Wyoming _ nemoves neay For Using Gold and Silver 


The Wyoming state legislature has passed by large majorities a 
bill that will remove tax penalties from people who choose to use 
gold and silver specie as a currency of exchange. 

The Wyoming Legal Tender Act restores sound money in Wyo- 
ming, and on March 14, the bill became law without Governor 
Matt Mead’s signature. 

Campaign for Liberty Chairman Ron Paul and Wyoming 
Campaign for Liberty State Coordinator Cathy Ide issued the 
following statements regarding the Wyoming Legislature’s pas- 
sage of HB 103: 


“Many thanks go to our bill sponsor, Representative Roy Ed- 
wards. His hard work on HB 103 and that of our dedicated grass- 
roots supporters, led to an astounding 55-5 favorable House vote 
and 25-5 Senate vote,” said Ide. “As a result, Wyoming citizens 
will no longer be punished with any taxes simply for choosing to 
use gold as money, as laid out by the U.S. Constitution.” 

“Passage of the Wyoming Legal Tender Act is the latest sign 
that dissatisfaction with the Federal Reserve’s money monop- 
oly — and the movement to change our fiat currency system 
led by my Campaign for Liberty — is alive and growing,” Paul 
wrote in a press release announcing the official enactment of the 
measure. 

In plain English, this provides a way for men and women of 
Wyoming to buy and sell gold and silver without having to treat 
it as a capital gain, thus reducing the reach of the Federal Reserve 
inside the state of Wyoming. 

Before passage of the Wyoming Legal Tender Act, the laws of 
that state required that all debts be paid in Federal Reserve notes 
or in coins issued by the government of the United States. This is 
in direct contradiction to Article I, Section 10 of the U.S. Consti- 
tution, which reads, “No State shall ... make any Thing but gold 
and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts.” 

Wyoming is headed in the right direction with the enactment 
of its Legal Tender Act. Other states, Ron Paul believes, will 
soon follow. 


Anti-gun Hollywood Turning Off Americans 


A poll conducted by Zogby Analytics during the last week of Feb- 
ruary showed how the combination of hypocrisy and real-world 
facts are negating Hollywood’s anti-gun message. When 869 likely 
voters were asked by Zogby, “When Hollywood actors and ac- 
tresses speak out about gun control, does that make you want to 
support or oppose our constitutional right to bear arms (the 2nd 
Amendment to the Constitution)?”, the response across every 
class, age group, and political party affiliation indicated that Hol- 
lywood’s anti-gun message is being increasingly rejected. Taken 
altogether, 56 percent of those polled said Hollywood’s anti-gun 
rants make them want either to “somewhat” support or “strongly 
support” the Second Amendment. Just 28 percent reflect the bias 
pitched by Hollywood, with 16 percent “strongly opposed” to the 
right guaranteed by the Second Amendment in the Constitution’s 
Bill of Rights, and 12 percent “somewhat opposed.” 

Surprisingly, support for the Second Amendment was strongest 
among millennials: “Among all age groups surveyed, supporting 


the Second Amendment was strongest among Millennials age 
18-29 (65% support). A majority of all other age groups were also 
more likely to support the Second Amendment rather than oppose 
it when Hollywood talks about gun control.” 

When it came to political party, equal percentages of Democrats 
and Independents (47 percent) support the Second Amendment, 
while Republicans were nearly off the charts at 86-percent support. 


This could be especially dicey for Democrats in November: 
“As we approach the November midterms, gun control will be a 
hot button issue but, according to [our] data, Hollywood interject- 
ing itself into the debate makes even the Democratic base want 
to bear arms.” 

The more the Left pushes its anti-gun, anti-Second Amend- 
ment meme, the more Americans are waking up to the fact that 
they are being played for fools. As the National Rifle Associa- 
tion’s Institute for Legislative Action expressed it: “According 
to the Zogby poll ... all these efforts have actually done a great 
service to the Second Amendment.... Hooray for Hollywood lec- 
turing the rest of the country on the evils of firearms!” 
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EXTENDED INSIDE TRAC. 


ith social-media giants 

becoming increasingly 

hostile to anyone who 
disagrees with statist and global- 
ist ideology, a growing chorus 
of voices is sounding the alarm. 
Christians, conservatives, liber- 
tarians, patriots, and more have 
all been purged from key plat- 
forms. On Capitol Hill and across 
America, outrage over the politi- 
cally motivated “censorship” is 
escalating. Now, with lawsuits 
flying and calls for regulation 
getting louder, a number of legal 
issues confront the Internet behe- 
moths — Facebook, Twitter, You- 
Tube, Google, and more — that 
could lead to dramatic changes in 
the years ahead. 

Some critics of the social-me- 
dia purges are hoping government will step in. Noting that the 
feds have been intimately involved in the development of social 
media from the start, more than a few prominent voices want 
Congress to approve an “Internet Bill of Rights.” The measure 
would basically extend protections enshrined in the First and 
Fourth amendments to the online world. Other critics are hoping 
the federal government will use anti-trust statutes to crack down 
on Internet “monopolies,” potentially breaking them up and in- 
troducing more competition. 

Social-media companies involved in the effort to cleanse the 
Internet of “thought crimes” have tried to downplay concerns, 
pretending that it has nothing to do with politics. Twitter, for 
instance, released a statement claiming its censorship regime is 
not political. “We enforce our rules without political bias,” the 
company claimed, even as a growing barrage of lawsuits claims 
otherwise. Based on recent developments, Twitter’s claim rings 
hollow, purge victims say. YouTube has even partnered with the 
far-left Southern Poverty Law Center, widely described as an 
anti-Christian hate group, to censor video content. 

The unprecedented crackdown on conservative and Christian 
speech has ensnared some of the most powerful and influential 
voices in American media, including conservative talk-radio titan 
Alex Jones and his Infowars media empire. Other targets of the 
recent purges include “Health Ranger” Mike Adams of Natural 
News, an enormously influential service focusing on natural 
health. Also caught up has been Prager University, a nonprofit 
education service that has attracted a massive following. A num- 
ber of popular YouTube channels were taken down for allegedly 
promoting “conspiracy theories.” Facebook even censored popu- 
lar Christian evangelist Julio Severo for posting a well-known 
Bible verse, which the company deemed “hate speech” before 
reversing its decision in the wake of an international outcry. 

In response to the purges, a number of prominent voices are 
calling for an all-hands-on-deck effort to fight back. And some 


top lawmakers are taking note. At a January 17 Senate hearing, 
Senator Ted Cruz (R-Texas) began by asking representatives of 
the Internet giants — Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube — wheth- 
er they consider themselves to be “neutral” in providing a forum 
for public discussion. All of them answered yes. 

“The pattern of political censorship we are seeing across the 
technology companies is highly concerning,” Senator Cruz said 
in his closing remarks. “And the opening question I asked of 
whether you are a neutral public forum — if you are a neutral 
public forum, that does not allow for political editorializing and 
censorship. And if you are not a neutral public forum, the entire 
predicate for liability immunity under the CDA [Communications 
Decency Act] is claiming to be a neutral public forum, so you 
cannot have it both ways.” 

According to various sources, Infowars is preparing to unveil 
an alternative to YouTube very soon. The goal is to make the 
establishment-controlled video platform obsolete. At the same 
time, with Facebook facing a crisis as users spend less and less 
time on the manipulative platform, a number of new social-media 
firms are popping up, hoping to become an alternative to the 
establishment-run giants that received government backing and 
continue to partner with government. 

Some of the lawsuits and regulatory efforts targeting the purg- 
es by Internet giants may succeed. But as the establishment’s 
propaganda becomes increasingly obvious and outlandish, truth- 
seeking people will continue seeking out the facts that the es- 
tablishment wants hidden. Already, the election of Trump has 
exposed the establishment media as fringe, and far-less powerful 
than commonly believed. If the social-media companies keep it 
up, they, too, may end up destroying their own businesses. Pre- 
serving the free market and the First Amendment will be key. 
Regardless of what happens, though, the growing hunger for truth 
is not going away — and as long as a market for truth exists, the 
truth will be supplied. 
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HUD Secretary Finds Leading 

the Department Incredibly Difficult 

“There are more complexities here than in brain surgery. Doing this 
job is going to be a very intricate process.” 

A former brain surgeon, Dr. Ben Carson considers his new post as 
the leader of the $47 billion per year bureaucracy far more difficult 
than his previous position. 


Russian TV Host Issues Threat to 

“Traitors” After an Attack on a Defector 

“Being a traitor is one of the most dangerous professions in the world. 
Alcoholism, drugs, stress, nervous breakdowns and depression are 
inevitable illnesses of a traitor. As a consequence — heart attacks, 
strokes, traffic accidents, or suicide ultimately [follow].” 

While in Britain, former Russian spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter suffered dire effects of a nerve 
gas attack. During a broadcast on Russia’s government-controlled Channel One, commentator Kirill 
Kleimenoy issued what seemed to be a warning that no one should seek to betray Vladimir Putin or 
his rule of the country. 


Former Al-Qaeda Terrorist Cooperates but Isn’t Accepted in Witness Protection Program 

“T helped them [U.S. forces] kill my friends [al-Qaeda]. If that doesn’t show how you’re willing to turn 
your life around, I don’t know what will.” 

An American, Bryant Vinas joined al-Qaeda in Pakistan for training and, for a time, worked for the 
terrorist group in Afghanistan. Arrested by Pakistani police, he was flown back to the United States, 
where he had a change of heart and started cooperating with U.S. au- 
thorities. A federal judge and several FBI agents recommended in vain 
that he be placed in the witness protection program, which he wants. 


Was he serious? Or was he joking? 

“As a right-wing conservative and founding member of the Freedom 
Caucus, I never expected that the co-worker I would work closest, and 
best, with at the White House would be a ‘globalist.’, Gary Cohn is 
one of the smartest people I’ve ever worked with. Having the chance 
to collaborate with him will remain one of the highlights of my career 
in public service.” 

When Gary Cohn resigned, Director of Management and Budget Mick 
Mick % Mulvaney, who is not considered a globalist by anyone, tweeted the 
Mulvaney ‘above message. 


AP Images 


Illegal Immigration Foe Counters Sympathy for Targeted Illegals 
“Look, when families are broken up, it’s not a great situation. But it’s not our problem. These [illegal] 
immigrants are adults; they have to be responsible for their actions. Kids sometimes suffer from the 
bad decisions their parents make. If Mom and Dad stop paying their mortgage and get evicted, the kids 
don’t get to stay in the house.” 

The executive director of the Center for Immigration Studies, Kirk 
Krikorian insists that illegal immigrants have broken U.S. law and 
should be punished. 


Former Strategist for President 
Trump Cheers French Foes of Immigration 
“The central government is debasing your citizenship and the big capi- 
talists are debasing your personhood. Let them call you racists. Let 
them call you xenophobes. Let them call you nativists. Wear [these] 
charges as a badge of honor.” 
During his visit to France, Steve Bannon delivered a fiery speech to 
the anti-immigration National Front led by Marine Le Pen. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANus 
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Parents who went to public schools decades ago likely assume their children are receiving 
the same types of lessons and instruction that they did. They couldn’t be more wrong. 
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by Selwyn Duke 


f the “philosophy of the school 

room in one generation will be the 

philosophy of government in the 
next,” as the apocryphal saying goes, 
then today’s Blackboard Jungle could 
lead us to a true dark age. This may seem 
an extreme statement to those whose 
public-school days are decades past. But 
just as entertainment has changed radi- 
cally over that time period, with cultural 
effluent streaming out of Hollywood and 
leftist and libertine messages streaming 
into children’s minds, so has education — 
and just as much. In fact, what transpires 
in government schools today is so bizarre 
that sometimes you’d be inclined to say 
“You can’t make this stuff up” — except 
that someone did. 

It’s appropriate to begin this exposi- 
tion with a school policy that might have 
helped create a nation-shaking event: the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting. The 
Broward Sheriff’s Office (BSO) was 
called to the home of the killer (as is my 
habit, I won’t use his name and provide 
him publicity) perhaps as many as 45 
times during the past decade; addition- 
ally, the BSO received a warning that he 
“could be a school shooter in the mak- 
ing.” There were also warnings sent to 
the FBI. Yet while “South Florida police 
detectives have arrested a slew of young 
men in unrelated cases who exhibited 
similar, troubling behavior on a variety of 
charges,” taking “them seriously,” wrote 
the Miami Herald February 23, it “never 
happened with [the Florida shooter].” 
The reason why might not have just been 
garden-variety incompetence, either. 

In 2010, I reported on the Barack 
Obama administration’s $4.3-billion 
“Race to the Top” initiative, which in- 
volved an effort to reduce the suspension 
and expulsion rates of black and Hispanic 
students. In other words, the goal was to 
assign punishment based on quota. This 
was embraced by various school systems, 
such as that of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
but was also likely inspired by one: Bro- 
ward County’s. 

As Breitbart reported February 26, 
“The Broward County school district’s 
adoption of a school discipline policy 
that was praised by the Obama adminis- 
tration for seeking to reduce the reported 
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number of school suspensions, expul- 
sions, and arrests may have played a role 
in the fact that [the Parkland killer] re- 
mained under the radar until his shooting 
rampage in Parkland, Florida, on Febru- 
ary 14.” The social-engineering goal was 
to address the “school-to-prison pipeline” 
that, as the Obama administration’s the- 
ory goes, discriminates against minority 
and low-income students. Of course, fol- 
lowing this logic, we could also say that 
the pipeline “discriminates” against boys 
— if obscuring the fact that boys commit 
more violent crimes than girls do were 
a priority (interestingly, the Left makes 
no effort whatsoever to muddy the waters 
on this disparity). Breitbart then quoted 
Manhattan Institute senior fellow Max 
Eden, who said that the Broward schools 
“decided to reduce police involvement 
by not bringing in cops to arrest kids for 
a whole range of serious offenses, and 
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then, as you would expect, the arrests go 
down when you stop arresting.” In Bro- 
ward this was known as the “PROMISE” 
program. But how does this relate to the 
BSO’s failure to arrest the Parkland killer 
at his home? 

As American Thinker ’s Jack Cashill 
related February 26, quoting an old As- 
sociated Press article, “One of the na- 
tion’s largest school districts has reached 
an agreement with law enforcement 
agencies and the NAACP to reduce the 
number of students being charged with 
crimes for minor offenses.” By now you 
can guess what school district and law- 
enforcement agency are being refer- 
enced. Cashill also informed, “It is not 
hard to understand why Broward County 
officials would be eager to adopt this pro- 
gram. Miami-Dade had been receiving 
all kinds of honors for its efforts to shut 
down the dread[ed] ‘school-to-prison’ 


The color of accountability: Obama's “Race to the Top” education initiative was really a race to 
the bottom. It encouraged the practice of punishing students based on racial quotas, a perversion 
of justice that might have made the Parkland shooting possible. 


Le 


To explain non-Asian minorities’ relatively poor 
academic achievement, Edina blamed “institutional 
racial bias” and one of the latest imaginary 
boogeymen, “white privilege.” 


pipeline. On February 15, 2012, Miami- 
Dade County Public Schools put out a 
press release citing a commendation the 
Miami-Dade Schools Police (M-DSPD) 
had recently received.” Of course, you 
get more of what is rewarded — includ- 
ing criminal-enabling kid-glove justice. 

Cashill points out that because the 
PROMISE program encompassed all 
“marginalized minorities,” 
the Parkland killer’s His- 
panic last name caused him 
to fit the “metrics” of the 
collaborative school-police 
agreement, “regardless of his 
DNA.” 

The last part of this story 
involves Scot Peterson, the 
BSO deputy labeled a cow- 
ard for not entering Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School and attempting to 
stop the shooting. As Cashill 
writes, “What Broward 
County authorities did know 
is that the best ‘school re- 
source officers,’ the euphe- 
mism for in-school sheriff’s 
deputies, were those most 
sensitive to the objectives of 
the PROMISE program. It 
is hardly shocking that in 
2014, the now-notorious 
Scot Peterson was named 
School Resource Officer 
of the Year by the Broward 
County Crime Commission 
for handling issues ‘with 
tact and judgment.’” Cashill 
later quotes the Miami Her- 
ald and relates that in 2015, 
“A deputy investigated a 
report that [the Parkland 
killer] ‘planned to shoot up 
the school’ — intelligence 
that was forwarded to the 
school’s resource officer, 
with no apparent result.” 
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“That school resource officer just hap- 
pened to be Scot Peterson,” Cashill con- 
tinued. “He did not err by letting this mis- 
understood Hispanic lad go unpunished in 
any meaningful way. Peterson showed his 
award-winning ‘tact and judgment.’ He had 
to understand that to keep the PROMISE 
momentum going, the school would have 
to see fewer and fewer arrests each year.” 


The race to instill racialism: Unbelievably, teachers in Edina, Minnesota, 
have K-2 students participate in the “Melanin Project,” which encourages 
them to focus on race for the ostensible purpose of eliminating bigotry. 
One exercise has the children trace their hands and color them the 
pigment of their own skin. 


Ofcourse, the lesson here isn’t that send- 
ing a child to a government school places 
him in the cross hairs of mass shooters; 
they are rare, and more American children 
are killed each year in pool drownings or 
bicycle accidents. It’s this: Do you really 
want your child attending an institution at 
which on-site police are needed and which, 
especially in liberal jurisdictions, malefac- 
tors will be roaming free nonetheless be- 
cause of criminal coddling masquerading 
as “tact and judgment’”? 

Moving on from the rare to the ev- 
erywhere (in schools) brings us to the 
soul slaughter, the mind molestation, 
perpetrated by the malefactors known as 
educators. A prime example is the Edina 
school system, which was once the pride 
and joy of Minnesota — until 
it exchanged that pride for 
prejudice. Now, wrote the 
Weekly Standard February 1, 
“Academic rigor is unravel- 
ing, high school reading and 
math test scores are sliding, 
and students increasingly 
fear bullying and persecu- 
tion.” What happened in this 
wealthy Minneapolis sub- 
urb? In 2013, school officials 
launched a full court press to 
achieve “racial equity,” a eu- 
phemistic cover for hardcore 
leftist social engineering. 

To explain non-Asian mi- 
norities’ relatively poor aca- 
demic achievement, Edina 
blamed “institutional racial 
bias” and one of the latest 
imaginary boogeymen, “white 
privilege.” This isn’t unusual 
today, but Edina has taken the 
philosophy to new extremes 
with a racial-identity-politics 
program called “All for All.” 
The Weekly Standard provided 
some shocking details: 


The Edina school district’s 
All for All plan mandated 
that henceforth “all teaching 
and learning experiences” 
would be viewed through 
the “lens of racial equity,” 
and that only “racially con- 
scious” teachers and admin- 
istrators should be hired. 
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District leaders assured parents this 
would reduce Edina’s racial achieve- 
ment gap, which they attributed to 
“barriers rooted in racial constructs 
and cultural misunderstandings.” 

As a result, the school system’s 
obsession with “white privilege” now 
begins in kindergarten. At Edina’s 
Highlands Elementary School, for 
example, K-2 students participate 
in the Melanin Project. The children 
trace their hands, color them to reflect 
their skin tone, and place the cut-outs 
on a poster reading, “Stop thinking 
your skin color is better than anyone 
elses [sic]! — Everyone is special!” 

Highlands Elementary’s new “ra- 
cially conscious” elementary school 
principal runs a blog for the school’s 
community. On it, she approving- 
ly posted pictures of Black Lives 
Matter propaganda and rainbow 
gay-pride flags — along with a pic- 
ture of protesters holding a banner 
proclaiming “Gay Marriage Is Our 
Right.” On a more age-appropriate 
post, she recommended an A-B-C 
book for small children entitled A 
is for Activist. (Peruse the book and 
you find all sorts of solid-gold: “F 
is for Feminist,” “C is for...Creative 
Counter to Corporate Vultures,” and 
“T is for Trans.’’) 

At Edina High School, the equity 
agenda is the leading edge of a full- 
scale ideological reeducation cam- 
paign. A course description of an 
11th-grade U.S. Literature and Com- 
position course puts it this way: “By 
the end of the year, you will have ... 
learned how to apply marxist [sic], 
feminist, post-colonial [and] psycho- 
analytical ... lenses to literature.” 


The Standard reports that at the “Rate 
My Teachers” website, one student char- 
acterized a mandatory year-long Eng- 
lish course thus: “This class should be 
renamed ... ‘Why white males are bad, 
and how oppressive they are.’” Not sur- 
prisingly, like Joseph Stalin having dis- 
senters airbrushed from history books, 
this review was later deleted. Speaking 
of books, one student reported an English 
teacher as having said that classic litera- 
ture wouldn’t be taught in class because 
“dead white men are boring.” 
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From math to manipulation: Schools once taught what can bind us together and applies to all, 
the objective. Now group-identity politics has led to group-identity curricula, with the notion that 
traditional teaching reflects “white supremacy.” Oh, the three R’s are still emphasized, but now 


they’re racism, revisionism, and relativism. 


And those who complained were dead 
to the educators. The Standard related sto- 
ries of students being harangued by teach- 
ers for disagreeing with the school-state 
ideology. Most egregious, perhaps, was 
the plight of the Edina High School’s un- 
official Young Conservatives Club (YCC). 
After complaining on social media about 
a 2017 protest at a Veteran’s Day assem- 
bly, during which leftist ne’ er-do-wells 
showed great disrespect toward the nation- 
al anthem and “Taps,” they were threat- 
ened on YouTube and harassed daily by 
large groups of fellow students who sur- 
rounded them and used threats of physical 
harm to coerce them into changing their 
beliefs. The school’s response was to dis- 
band the YCC and brush off its members’ 
security concerns, “saying that [they had] 
brought it upon themselves by criticizing 
the protests,” according to a legal com- 
plaint. Meanwhile, the leftist harassers 
escaped discipline. The conservative stu- 
dents have filed a federal lawsuit against 
the district for violating their rights of free 
speech and association. 

As for classic literature being purged, 
Edina isn’t alone — and, apparently, dead 
white women are boring, too. After all, 
Harper Lee’s novel Jo Kill a Mockingbird, 
along with Huckleberry Finn, has been 
dropped from the curriculum in Duluth, 


Minnesota, schools. It’s part of “an effort 
to be considerate of all students,” wrote 
the Star Tribune in February, as the books 
“contain racial slurs.” In case you’re won- 
dering, the problem is a particular slur, the 
one disgorged continually in rap songs and 
by black youths in everyday banter. 

Of course, being “considerate of all 
students,” or being “sensitive” or “inof- 
fensive” (whatever the excuse du jour is), 
is merely leftist pretext for purging tradi- 
tion. Such claims presuppose that you can 
please all of the people all of the time, 
which here is impossible because most 
everyone is offended by something and 
most everything offends someone. It’s 
always just a matter of choosing whom 
you’re going to offend; leftists choose 
traditionalists. 

Another removal of To Kill a Mocking- 
bird from curriculum occurred last year in 
Biloxi, Mississippi — and the locality was 
just joining the club. As the Duluth News 
Tribune reported in February, “The Ameri- 
can Library Association listed the book as 
the 21st most banned or challenged book 
from 2000 to 2009, with ‘Huckleberry 
Finn’ topping it as the 14th most banned 
or challenged book in that decade.” Inter- 
estingly, there is a good reason to remove 
To Kill a Mockingbird from curricula: It’s 
a modern book — one of many which (The 
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Catcher in the Rye also comes to mind) 
supplanted better, more traditional works 
— and one which reflects and exacer- 
bates our destructive obsession with race 
and “racism.” Of course, today it’s being 
purged for the wrong reasons and will only 
be replaced with more intensely racially 
obsessed material. 

Then there are the schools that will 
still teach To Kill a Mockingbird, but try 
to kill sexual morality in the process. In 
West Bend, Wisconsin, for example, 150 
Badger Middle School students who read 
the work were given a 55-item “privilege 
test” including questions such as, “I never 
doubted my parents’ acceptance of my 
sexuality,” “I have never tried to hide my 
sexuality” and “TI feel comfortable with the 
gender I was born in.” 

This obsession with sex is virtually 
everywhere. For instance, while classics 
are being culled, the “California State 
Board of Education voted Nov. 9 [2017] 
to approve 10 LGBTQ+-inclusive his- 
tory textbooks for K-8 students, becom- 
ing the first U.S. state to do so,” wrote 
the Daily Californian at the time. Even 
before then, the Obama administration 
had issued 2016 guidelines stating that 
“transgender” students — that is to say, 
those masquerading as members of the 
opposite sex — should be allowed to 
use the bathrooms and locker rooms of 
their choice (e.g., boys in girls’ facilities). 
While this decision was reversed last year 
by the Trump administration, reversing 
the thinking of deluded and dangerous 
local officials isn’t so easy. Just consider 
a recent report about Delaware’s pro- 
posed “Regulation 225,” which would let 
state students “as young as 5 choose their 
own race and gender-identity — without 
approval from their parents,” reported 
Fox News February 20. Schools would 
also “be required to provide access to fa- 
cilities and activities that are consistent 
with a student’s gender identity [fan- 
tastical self-image] — regardless of the 
child’s sex at birth,” Fox also related. 
“That includes bathrooms, locker rooms, 
team sports and adhering to the child’s 
preferred name. Under the proposal, stu- 
dents could also choose their own race.” 

If that sounds nutty, it doesn’t have 
much on the aptly named Amy Ellis Nutt, 
a sexual revolutionary featured in a pre- 
Christmas-break, school-wide assembly 
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Killing education — and poor Huck: Mark Twain’s and Harper Lee’s famous novels have been 
banished from some curricula mainly because they contain a certain racial slur — the same 

one found in rap songs off which record producers make millions of dollars. Interestingly, while 
adolescents’ supposedly virginal eyes mustn’t gaze upon such trauma-inducing terms, the very 
same educators may ram the LGBTQ+ agenda and graphic sex education down the kids’ throats. 


at a northern Virginia school. As non- 
profit lobbying organization The Family 
Research Council reported in January: 


George Mason High School in the 
City of Falls Church brought in Nutt, 
a Washington Post reporter, to lec- 
ture students on her book Becoming 
Nicole, about a boy who “identified” 
as a girl as a toddler, had his puberty 
suppressed as a child, and was cas- 
trated as a teenager. 

Nutt’s lecture hit all the usual 
notes. Your gender is “assigned at 
birth” by people who might get it 
wrong. Toddlers can be transgender. 
Moray eels change sex and female 
reef fish produce sperm when there 
are no males. “Gender is a spec- 
trum,” everyone must get “comfort- 
able” with new gender language that 
is “changing every day.” Asking a 
biological boy to use the teachers’ 
rather than the girls’ restroom is 
“bullying.” 


Parents weren’t notified of the Nutt talk, 
mind you, students weren’t given the op- 


portunity to opt out, and even some teach- 
ers were horrified. 

The truth is that government schooling 
is a spectrum — one ranging from bad to 
worse. Parents in the Missouri locality of 
Bourbon learned this the hard way and 
probably needed a bourbon after discov- 
ering that their schools were “distributing 
surveys to children aged 10 and 11 asking 
whether they wanted to change genders. 
The controversial documents also asked 
the 6th grade students if they thought 
about suicide, using drugs, engaging in 
homosexual acts, and more,” wrote The 
Newman Report in January. 

Then the New York Post reported in 
2015 that in “October 2014, a school 
district in Nebraska circulated a handout 
that suggested teachers avoid ‘gendered’ 
expressions, such as ‘boys and girls,’ in 
case they alienate transgender students. 
The instructions, issued by the Lincoln 
Public Schools system, recommended 
using gender-neutral expression[s] such 
as ‘Calling all readers,’ ‘Hey, campers’ 
or something as nonspecific as ‘Purple 
penguins’ when telling kids to sit down 
on the rug for circle time.” Of course, 
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children usually learn to tell the differ- 
ence between boys and girls at age two; 
now we have adults who can’t tell the 
difference. 

They confuse fact and fiction, too. I’ve 
often pointed out that there’s no good sci- 
ence behind the “transgender” agenda (I 
won’t elaborate here), that as former “‘trans- 
sexual” Alan Finch put it, “You fundamen- 
tally can’t change sex.... Transsexualism 
was invented by psychiatrists.” Yet children 
in government schools are still used as guin- 
ea pigs in this experiment. It just bears out 
what philosopher G.K. Chesterton noted in 
What's Wrong With the World (1910): “The 
trouble in too many of our modern schools 
is that the State, being controlled so spe- 
cially by the few, allows cranks and experi- 
ments to go straight to the schoolroom when 
they have never passed through the Parlia- 
ment, the public house, the private house, 
the church, or the marketplace.” 

Of course, something passing through 
the church today pretty much guarantees 
it won’t be in educators’ narrow mar- 
ketplace of ideas. Just consider the fol- 
lowing outrageous example, from the 
earlier referenced New York Post piece: 
“It’s common for principals to favor 
‘holiday trees’ instead of Christmas 
trees, but Nichols Elementary in Frisco, 
Texas, went one step further in Decem- 
ber 2013. The colors red and green were 
banned from the school’s Winter Party, 
and the children were not allowed to 
make any reference to Christmas or any 
other religious holiday. One teacher there 
wanted to add an Elf on the Shelf to her 
classroom — but decided against it in 
case she ‘got in trouble.’” 

Interestingly, though, teachers didn’t 
have this fear at Chatham Middle School 
in Chatham, New Jersey, despite showing 
the children Muslim propaganda videos 
that included an explicit call to convert 
to Islam. Particularly egregious is a video 
the children were shown entitled “What 
is Islam? A brief introduction for Non- 
Muslims.” As I reported in January, just 
consider the quotations from it below, pre- 
sented to the students as facts: 

« “Allah is the one God who created the 
heavens and the earth, who has no equal 
and is all powerful.” 

¢ “Muhammad (Peace be upon him) is 
the last and final Messenger of God. God 
gave him the Noble Quran.” 
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« “Lo, We have sent thee (O Muham- 
mad) with the truth, a bringer of glad tid- 
ings and a warner.” 

« “What is the Noble Quran? Divine Rev- 
elation sent to Muhammad (S) last Prophet 
of Allah. A Perfect guide for Humanity.” 

¢ “The Noble Quran: Guidance, Mercy 
and Blessing for all Mankind.” 

«The Noble Quran: Without any doubt 
and an eloquent guide from Allah.” 

¢ “The Beautiful Quran: Guidance for 
the wise and sensible.” 

¢ “Islam: A shining beacon against the 
darkness of repression, segregation, intol- 
erance and racism.” 

This is nothing new, however. 


WND.com’s Bob Unruh reported in 2006 
that in Nyssa, Oregon, students were being 
taught the “Five Pillars” (foundational be- 
liefs) of Islam in such a way that a “lawyer 
who argued a previous dispute over this 
issue to the U.S. Supreme Court said such 
methodologies wouldn’t ‘last 10 seconds’ 
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if it were Christianity being taught.” As 
one upset mother, Kendalee Garner, put 
it, her 13-year-old son was being “indoc- 
trinated that Islam is a religion of peace, 
and being dressed up as a Muslim, being 
taught prayers, and scriptures out of the 
Quran.” 

Tragically, schools today are intellectu- 
al wastelands where bad is called good and 
good is called bad. Here are some more 
examples of curricular craziness: 

¢ Inmates running the asylum — it was 
reported in February that students at Cali- 
fornia High School in San Ramon chose to 
ban the National Anthem from high-school 
assemblies, claiming that the song’s third 
verse is racist. 

¢ Apparently, though, the students who 
read the anthem and are offended are in 
the minority, because official numbers 
showed late last year that most California 
children cannot read or do math at even a 
basic level. 


Becoming Nicole with Amy Ellis Nutt 


bod George Mason High School 


Education 
Standard YouTube License 


Transitioning to lunacy: While Huck and Harper are out, a Virginia school did see fit to invite 
journalist Amy Ellis Nutt to indoctrinate its students with “transgender” ideology. The Nutt talk 
included the notions that “gender is a spectrum” and “toddlers can be transgender.” 
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Get ’em young: This is an educator in Claremont, New Hampshire, reading a left-wing book on 
bullying to young students. Though innocuous sounding, “anti-bullying programs” have become 
a Trojan horse through which the LGBTQ+ agenda is peddled to children. 


¢ But the Golden State has nothing on 
Baltimore, Maryland, a third of whose 
schools had no students proficient in math 
in 2017. 

¢ Washington, D.C.’s widely acclaimed 
Ballou High School found the solution, 
however, with its 100-percent 2017 grad- 
uation rate. It accomplished this by, in a 
brazen scam, handing diplomas to every 
single one of its many failing students. 

¢ Then again, you could just keep the 
focus off the three R’s. The Conejo Valley 
Unified School District in California did 
this by exposing minors to pornographic 
material under the guise of teaching litera- 
ture, creating a huge controversy, it was re- 
ported in December. Not to be outdone, it 
was revealed a month earlier that Georgia’s 
DeKalb County School District sparked its 
own fire by giving children as young as 11 
work dealing with “sexual orientation” and 
“gender identity” — despite their parents 
having tried to opt them out. Also last year, 
the Rocklin Academy School in Rocklin, 
California, did likewise, enraging parents 
by introducing the subject of “transgender- 
ism” to kindergarteners. 

* Despite this, it’s often hard to get even 
an apology for such trespasses; nonethe- 
less, one teacher’s students at Rockingham 
Middle School in North Carolina last year 
were expected to issue one — standing 
in front of the class — for being white 
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and Christian and having the “privilege” 
that supposedly bestows (they should just 
move to Delaware and identify as black 
Buddhists). 

¢ But this isn’t the only school today 
where accountability (for something) still 
reigns. While education and police of- 
ficials wouldn’t stop the Parkland killer, 
they did thwart eight-year-old Florid- 
ian Jordan Bennett in 2013, 10-year-old 
Ohioan Paul Entingh in 2014, and six- 
year-old Coloradan Elijah Thurston in 
2015. All three boys were suspended from 
school — for pointing their fingers in the 
shape of a gun. It was not reported whether 
they possessed assault digits and armor- 
piercing nails. 

¢ Then there are assault sandwiches. 
Most of the publicized perils of the quint- 
essentially American PB&J had concerned 
only nut allergies. That is, until Verenice 
Gutierrez, principal of Harvey Scott K-8 
School in Portland, Oregon, warned in 
2012 that offering an immigrant student 
a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich 
could be “racist.” 
This is yet another 
example of why 
I say — regard- 
less of what’s on 


anyone with a nut 


— 
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allergy could set foot in a state school and 
not experience immediate anaphylactic 
shock is beyond me. 

¢ While this craziness could be remedied 
by areturn to God, He is, again, unwelcome 
in today’s government schools. A good ex- 
ample came out of Indiana last year, when 
a McCordsville Elementary School first- 
grade teacher “sent home a letter asking 
kids not to talk about ‘God,’ ‘Jesus,’ and 
the ‘Devil,’” reported Fox59.com. So now, 
if Augustine of Hippo was right about evil 
being the absence of good, Satan can slither 
in subtly, wearing different labels and in 
guileful guises. Meanwhile, the only time 
we hear the Lord’s name in classrooms 
today is when it’s taken in vain. 

Note that most of this essay’s examples 
of lunacy are from recent years not mainly 
because school political correctness is a 
worsening problem, but because there’s 
no shortage of such examples. This moral 
rot is everywhere in some measure, touch- 
ing everyone. Thus it is true that if your 
child attends school, he will be indoctri- 
nated and corrupted — all that varies is 
the degree of the soul-rending child abuse. 

Why is this happening? There are many 
reasons, some deeper, some shallower; 
some more innocent, some more malevo- 
lent, but I’d like to examine the deepest 
one: philosophical corruption. Let’s start 
with an analogy. 

Imagine you were formulating a diet for 
children. Recognizing that laws of human 
nutrition exist, you’d apply them as best 
you knew them. For example, we need a 
certain number of calories to survive, all 
13 required vitamins, the necessary min- 
erals, complete protein, etc. Moreover, 
you’d stress the ingestion of healthful 
foods whether you or the kids liked them 
or not, as such a practice accords with the 
Truth of the matter. What would happen, 
however, if you fell victim to the delusion 
that nutritional laws didn’t exist, that ev- 
erything was a matter of “perspective”? 
How would you then determine diet? 
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You’d have nothing left to use as a 
guide but taste — if it feels good, eat it. 
Then you perhaps start giving the chil- 
dren what they like, not what they need; 
or maybe you banish your grandmother’s 
“tried and true” foods because you happen 
to despise them. Out with the old and in 
with the new, alluring, factory-engineered, 
processed formulations! It might be cake 
for breakfast and ice cream for dinner, and 
diets would quickly devolve until junk 
food reigned supreme. 

In a sense, this is precisely what’s 
happened today on a moral level. I often 
cite the 2002 Barna research group study 
showing that most Americans do not be- 
lieve in Truth (absolute by definition) 
and are most likely to make what should 
be moral decisions based on feelings — 
on what “tastes” right, in other words. 
This phenomenon is only getting worse, 
too. Barna’s data indicated that each suc- 
ceeding generation is more relativistic/ 
nihilistic than the previous one, with 
only six percent of 2002’s teens believ- 
ing in Truth. 

The point is, however, that if Americans 
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are making decisions based on feelings, 
decisions on curricula are no exception (in 
fact, this problem is most acute in highly 
secular academia). What does this breed? 
Well, without the objective as a yardstick 
for determining what’s taught, likes and 
dislikes (fashions) are all that remain. Pref- 
erence supplants principle; taste subordi- 
nates Truth. So in the curricular “diet,” you 
start giving kids what they like, not what 
they need; if something “offends” them, it 
is discarded, having been judged “bad” by 
now-deified feelings. Or the feelings of the 
ideologues in control hold sway, and they 
may banish their grandfather’s tried and true 
educational paradigm because they despise 
it. Of course, in-fashion (liked) groups get 
what they want, too; hence “Afro-centric 
curriculum” for blacks, feminism for girls, 
“LGBTQ+’ pablum for the ever-burgeoning 
alphabet crew, etc. “If it feels good, teach it” 
creates an intellectual junk-food wasteland. 

What is the solution? We must return 
to basics, of course, but this is more than 
just the three R’s. Nothing is more basic 
than the universal, eternal and unchang- 
ing: Truth. There is no such thing as a 


“value free” education, and this is why 
the values instilled must not be values, 
but what the Founding Fathers and other 
great men of Christendom stressed: vir- 
tues. “Values” is, essentially, a synonym 
for “taste,” not good by definition, but 
neutral (Mother Teresa had values, but so 
did Hitler). Virtues, however, are that set 
of “good moral habits.” Just as nutrition- 
al rules eliminate guesswork and inform 
about what to feed the body, virtues do 
likewise and relate what to feed the mind 
and soul. Some examples are justice, for- 
titude, temperance, diligence, faith, hope, 
and prudence. 

Speaking of which, prudence dictates 
that the now old advice, “Stay in school, 
kids,” has become a recipe for destruction. 
Infamous Soviet leader Joseph Stalin was 
a mass-murdering psychopath, but he did 
correctly observe, “Education is a weapon 
whose effects depend on who holds it in his 
hands and at whom it is aimed.” Tragically, 
upon considering today’s American gov- 
ernment schools, Stalin would likely smile, 
give a pat on the back and say, “Keep up the 
good work, comrades.” 
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Dr. Duke Pesta, academic director at FreedomProject 
Academy, a homeschooling option, defends against attacks 
targeting homeschooling, and tells why it works better. 


Interview of Dr. Duke Pesta 
by Robin Kinderman 


warriors, radical liberalism, and po- 

litically correct safe spaces, many 
parents are questioning if their children 
are receiving the best education — or 
any education at all. For the most part, 
homeschooling or private schooling is an 
option only for the affluent or devoutly 
religious. What does that leave, then, for 
providing a good education for the rest of 
the populace? 

Dr. Duke Pesta, academic director at 
FreedomProject Academy, is passionate 
about education and fervently defends 
the classical education that FPA provides. 
He explains why a classical education is 
better than the education a public-school 
student receives, and how online school- 
ing is a very real possibility for average- 
income families. 


I n our current world of social-justice 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


THE NEW AMERICAN: Those in the pub- 
lic-school realm often have an opinion of 
homeschoolers as being “indoctrinated” 
children, with severe religious ideals. 
They ’re being brainwashed by their par- 
ents; they’re a cult; homeschooling is for 
overprotective parents who want to con- 
trol every part of their child’s life, etc. 
What is your rebuttal to all of this? 

Dr. Duke Pesta: Some of the words you 
just used — cult, overprotective parents, 
indoctrination — are ironic coming from 
the public-school people because that’s 
exactly what’s happening in the public 
schools. You could make an argument 
that the collectivism of public schools — 
now especially because we’ve centralized 
them, federalized them under things like 
Common Core — what you’ve got now 
is one great big, government-sponsored 
cult that is teaching kids the same thing, 
imposing all sorts of ideologies on kids 
like transgenderism, global warming, ho- 
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Education apocalypse: Academic Director Dr. 
Duke Pesta has taught at colleges around the 
country and spoken extensively on the topic 
of problems with public education. He has 
witnessed firsthand the political brainwashing 
and lack of knowledge in students who come 
from public schools to FPA. 


mosexuality; getting these kids sexualized 
way younger developmentally than they 
should be — forcing that on your kids! 
So, it’s not just the pot calling the kettle 
black, it’s the pot calling the imaginary 
kettle black. I would go this way: Every 
homeschool family is different; every 
homeschool family has a different way 
of doing it, has a different angle to it, has 
a different set of family values behind it. 
So ironically, homeschooling is the anti- 
dote to the cult of big government public 
schooling — especially now that it’s all 
been federalized. So, there’s that thing, 
number one. 

The second thing I would point out — 
the only remaining argument from the 
public schools is that homeschoolers are 
not socialized. When you look at what’s 
going on in high school, middle school, 
and elementary school campuses, you’ ve 
got sex between younger kids at younger 
ages, you’ve got an epidemic of bullying, 
you’ve got an inability of schools to pro- 
tect your kids. If this is the type of social- 
ization the public schools teach, our kids 
don’t need it. I would much rather have 
my moms and dads in charge of who my 
kids hang out with, the kind of recreation 
they do, the type of athletics they do. And 
I’d much rather have my moms and dads 
make their own choices about when to 
teach sex, or values, or virtues to the kid. 
So, there’s really no compelling argument 
in that cliched list that you hear from ad- 
vocates of public schools. They’re los- 
ing more and more kids — non-religious 
homeschooling is at its highest level ever 
because a lot of moms and dads who aren’t 
religious are balking at the bullying, the 
intimidation, the indoctrination, the weak 
standards, the standardized testing. 


TNA: That leads into my next question: 
Lets say you have some parents who are in- 
terested in the classical education, but they 
aren t religious. What do you tell them? 

Pesta: Well, we do have students in 
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Common corrosion: Since 2009, public schools have been forced to adopt Common Core 
standards. Touted as enforcing educational standards, the program completely rewrote the rules, 
resulting in illogical math strategies and subjective science tests that ask about feelings. 


FreedomProject who do not identify 
religiously. We make it very clear that 
we’re two things: We’re a classical 
school, which means we teach logic, we 
teach economics, we teach real history, 
we teach kids how to think, not what to 
think. We’re a classical school. But we’re 
also a classical school that’s rooted firmly 
in Judeo-Christian values, which means 
we believe that the Greco-Roman world 
— with its focus on reason, rationalism, 
and logic — is perfectly compatible with 
the Bible and biblical revelation. And so, 
morally and ethically, we try to instill in 
our kids the values that go all the way 
back to the Sermon on the Mount, back 
through the Ten Commandments, and in 
educational classes, generally, we focus 
on those subjects like logic and reason 
and history. So, we let them know, and 
most moms and dads who are from a 
secular perspective love it because we 
don’t talk about theology and we don’t 
talk about dogma in our classrooms. 
We’re non-denominational. Since we’re 


a non-church school, we believe it would 
be inappropriate if we taught your kids 
a specific denomination. We’d be taking 
from you the right to teach whatever your 
denomination is. 

So when we talk about biblical values, 
we talk about shared understandings of 
Judeo-Christian values as they have obvi- 
ously manifested themselves in the his- 
tory, art, politics, and culture of the last 
2,000 years. Most secular moms and dads 
who have taken us aren’t the least bit both- 
ered by the fact that their kids have to take 
the Latin language. They’re not bothered 
that we have them read the great Christian 
writers of Western culture such as Dante, 
or Milton, or Shakespeare, because they 
understand that that’s part of our history 
and culture. 


TNA: How about deeply religious fami- 
lies? Do the parents mind their children 
being exposed to texts by authors whose 
religious traditions may be different from 
their own? 


What you've got now is one great big, Sovernment- 
sponsored cult that is teaching kids the same 
thing, imposing all sorts of ideologies on kids like 
transgenderism, global warming, homosexuality; 
getting these kids sexualized way younger 
developmentally than they should be. 


20 


AP Images 


Pesta: I’m proud to say that not a single 
one of our parents has ever complained 
that their kid is a Baptist but is getting too 
much Catholic, or their kid is Catholic but 
is getting too much Lutheran. We’ve done 
a really good job keeping those decisions 
with the family. And those decisions in- 
clude each student using his own family’s 
Bible for the scriptural readings. 

In our literature classes, they’re read- 
ing traditional, classical texts. They’ll 
read Plato and Aristotle and Homer and 
Virgil — the great Greek and Roman 
writers. But they’re also going to read 
Dante and Milton and Shakespeare and 
Chaucer — the great Christian writers. 
They’ ll read the Roman-Catholic Dante 
in the 14th century. Then they’ Il read the 
radical Protestant Milton in the 17th cen- 
tury. Then they’ll read the Anglican C.S. 
Lewis in the 20th century. Then they’ll 
read the Book of Job in ancient Jewish 
text from 3,000 years ago. And so, con- 
sequently they’re getting exposed to all 
sorts of different writers. Any complaint 
you might have is undercut by the fact 
that you’re reading six other different 
kinds of Jewish/Christian writers. 


TNA: Some of the “classical” classes that 
you offer are Latin, phonics, logic, philos- 
ophy, and rhetoric. Why are these classes 
important? 
Pesta: They are the courses that built lib- 
erty, freedom, and personal responsibility 
in Western culture. It’s undeniably true 
that if you go back to the Old Testament, 
through the New Testament, through the 
last 2,000 years, that the Judeo-Christian 
ethic and value system is what gave rise 
to the Magna Carta. It’s what gave rise 
to the Declaration of Independence. I ask 
my kids all the time: If the Western world 
is as bad as all these liberal professors 
say it is, how come human rights, civil 
rights, women’s rights, minority rights, 
gay rights — how come those things 
grew up exclusively in Western culture? I 
think part of it is because of the tolerance, 
the flexibility, the historical superiority 
of the values that emanate to us from the 
Scriptures. The Founding Fathers, as we 
know, were deeply studied in a scriptural 
worldview. We know that liberty and the 
rights of the individual are most champi- 
oned in Christianity. 

Classical education is predicated on 
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the notion of critical thinking. We want 
kids to be able to think critically. One of 
the major problems in American public 
education right now with all the federal 
control is that it’s short on critical think- 
ing — letting kids think for themselves 
— and it’s long on telling kids how to 
think and feel. And so, with the type of 
coercive education they’re getting, the 
only answer to it is critical thinking in 
classical education. We give them the in- 
formation, we help them to come to their 
own opinion, but ultimately they have to 
decide for themselves what they believe. 
If logic is thinking logically and correctly, 
you could make the argument that rheto- 
ric is how you express that in ways that 
will move other people. Rhetoric is really 
the science of being able to speak logi- 
cally and move people with your words 
to virtue. I think in every way, what we 
do at FreedomProject — a classical edu- 
cation steeped in Christian values — that 
is the answer to every single one of the 
problems we’ve named about the govern- 
ment schools. 


TNA: How do you think FPA develops a 
student as a person? 

Pesta: The primary objective of a classical 
education is to create and mold a human 
being in virtuous action. It’s not about get- 
ting a job. All this career-ready crap you 
hear in middle school and high school; 
that’s the wrong way to approach it. The 


first purpose of education is to morally im- 
prove students, make them more civilized, 
and make them more understanding and 
thoughtful and reflective. Make them bet- 
ter people! And only secondarily do you 
make them more proficient in the subject 
area. Ironically, in the American govern- 
ment schools today, character education 
and actual education for knowledge and 
mastery — those things have been eradi- 
cated. What we’re doing is very different: 
Read the great books of Western culture, 
learn how to think logically, study lan- 
guages such as Latin that force you to be- 
come more methodical, so that your char- 
acter develops, your worldview develops. 
And then because of those emphases, your 
mastery of subject matter will rise, and 
you'll be able to integrate your personal 
and professional life into one wholistic 
unit, which is the objective here — to be 
a full person. 


TNA: Playing off that, what obvious dif- 
ferences do you see in a student who has 
gone through FreedomProject, versus one 
who hasn t? 

Pesta: One thing that’s obvious immedi- 
ately is that our kids are farther along. 
When kids come to us from the public 
schools, they’re usually now about two 
years behind where they should be; 
they’ve been treated like babies in some 
regards. The other thing we recognize 
is that our kids are growing up largely 


free from the bullying, from the sexual- 
ization. All those things that the public 
schools do to take power and decisions 
away from the parents — to strip parents 
of their right to raise their kids as they 
see fit — we give back to parents. We 
give grades and tests and assignments 
and really important teaching on really 
important books, and let the parents do 
the rest. That’s the way it should be. 
Parents should be the primary points for 
moral and ethical development, and we 
should just help it. In the public schools, 
they’re taking away the morality. In the 
public schools, the Judeo-Christian mo- 
rality and ethical and virtuous behavior in 
a religious context is being replaced with 
radical, political activism. 


TNA: With private and online schools, 
two obstacles people face are cost and 
time. What do you tell parents who dont 
know if they can afford to have one parent 
stay at home? 

Pesta: It’s a sacrifice. Like anything 
worth doing with your kids, it’s a sacri- 
fice. You’ve got to find a way to make it 
work. If you’ve checked out our prices, 
we're really low. For less than $2,100 a 
year, you get a full year’s worth of class- 
es, taught real-time by actual teachers. 
We’re fully accredited, so your kids can 
get diplomas from us. Our graduates are 
getting into good colleges. We do have 
tuition assistance, so for needy families, 
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Details make a difference: Unlike other online schools, students at FPA are required to attend class at specific times, and are taught real time by a 
teacher. With headphones and a microphone, students can ask questions, interact with their classmates, and receive one-on-one attention if needed. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 
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we can and do help. Having said that, 
there’s also the other side of the coin, 
which — as you said — is time. That 
seems to be the bigger problem. A lot of 
times, mom and dad are both working 
so they can buy their kid leather tennis 
shoes and cellphones and little comput- 
ers and have them in very costly after- 
school experiences. That’s fine. If you 
want to have mom and dad working so 
that you can have all those luxuries for 
your kid, then do it. But are those luxu- 
ries, in the long run, more important than 
their education? What’s your kid going 
to remember 20 years from now? Where 
they went that particular summer vaca- 
tion? Or are they going to remember the 
education they got that now lets them 
take care of their own family? If we’re 
working so hard to provide luxuries, and 
scanting kids on their education, we’re 
doing them a disservice. Having said 
that, older kids can manage themselves, 
so for upper middle-school and high- 
school kids, they should be able to do 
a good part of this without having mom 
look over their shoulder. 


TNA: If a kid is interested in FPA, but 
is scared or hesitant, is there any way to 
“test the waters”? 
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Pesta: Sure. Any mom can call us at 
any time and we’ll give her some access 
codes, and she can hop into a couple of 
live classes and watch in real time. We 
also have a lot of classes recorded so she 
can watch three or four dozen classes 
if she wants, just to get a sense of how 
they work and what goes on in them. We 
have placement exams that are free, so if 
a mom out there just wants to get a sense 
of where her son or daughter in fourth 
grade would rank against our fourth grad- 
ers, Just take a placement exam. There’s 
no obligation. Take our test, we’ll give 
you the grades, and we’ll tell you exactly 
where your kid fits. It can’t hurt to take a 
look and see. 


TNA: What about workload? Is there any 
good way to estimate that? 

Pesta: It’s the workload you’d expect of 
any student. You’re going to take four to 
five classes a semester, and they’re going 
to have homework in those classes. The 
nice thing is, we don’t have the kids eight 
hours a day. The average for a middle- 
or high-schooler is 10 hours a week that 
they’re actually in classes. If you factor 
in all the wasted time in public schools 
— gym and study hall and lunch and re- 
cess, and all this other stuff that kills a 
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Dodging the decline: As public education declines, more and more parents are seeking out 
alternative options. FPA offers tuition assistance, free classroom trials, free placement tests, and 
staff always available to answer any questions and concerns you have. It’s worth checking out! 
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day — you can give a kid a really, really 
good education in three hours. We have a 
good pace because the kids aren’t sitting 
in a classroom hour after hour. They’re 
getting a chance to diversify what they 
do. You’re able to focus more in shorter 
periods of time. When you think about 
the types of assignments [public school] 
teachers are mandated to introduce to 
kids under Common Core, where they’re 
taking up time in math to do politics, 
they’re taking up time in social studies 
not to teach history but to talk about 116 
different genders, they’re burning up 
classroom time. They’re dragging it out, 
and they’re politicizing it, and they’re 
watering it down, and they’re adding 
all sorts of things that belong at home 
with the parents, not in the schools. On 
every front, it’s a failure, and the results 
of what’s happening in our government 
schools prove that. 


TNA: Do you discuss current topics in 
your Classes so that there isn t any chance 
of a high-schooler getting out in the world 
and being naive? 
Pesta: Of course! We don’t just teach 
kids American history, we teach kids 
American civics too, which means we 
teach the history of what happened 
in this country, and they also read the 
founding documents, they read the rights 
and responsibilities of citizenship. They 
come to understand not just the history 
of America, but how government is sup- 
posed to function. So if they’re taking 
an American Civics class and learning 
about the Second Amendment — if you 
look at the news right now, the Second 
Amendment is under attack — so ina 
class like that, of course they would talk 
about current events. What they wont 
get is a one-sided, ideological cramming 
into their head of a worldview they must 
adopt or else. 
26K 

As Dr. Pesta said, and as most of us 
know, public schools have been declining 
in quality for decades, and are now at an 
all-time low. Rather than being educated 
objectively, children are being molded 
into liberal social-justice warriors. If you 
are considering taking your child out of 
public school and would like to learn more 
about FPA, check out the website at http:// 
www.fpeusa.org. Ml 
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OUT with the OSCARS 


The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences award show — the Oscars — saw its 
lowest-ever ratings. But don’t hold out hope that the show will now become less liberal. 
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by James Murphy 


n March 4, the Academy of Mo- 
O tion Picture Arts and Sciences 

held their 90th annual awards 
show, widely known as the Oscars. For 
nearly four hours on an early March 
Sunday night, anyone interested could 
watch extremely well-dressed celebrities, 
adorned with expensive jewelry, lecture a 
worldwide television audience about the 
social and political issues of their choice. 
Not surprisingly, a lot of folks passed on 
that honor. The 2018 Oscars broadcast 
was the lowest-watched in history, down 
a stunning 19 percent from 2017. The 
26.5 million viewers in 2018 trailed the 
next lowest year, 2008, by more than five 
million viewers. The annual program, 
which used to rival the Super Bowl in 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


viewership, has tumbled in importance 
to the viewing public. 

The Oscar-nominated movies suffer 
from the same public apathy. Only two 
of the films nominated for Best Picture, 
Dunkirk (Warner Bros.) and Get Out 
(Universal Pictures), even netted $100 
million at the box office. The last true 
box-office smash to win the Oscar was 
2003’s The Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King (New Line), which earned 
over $377 million. It’s almost as if Hol- 
lywood doesn’t care what audiences want 
anymore. It’s as if the motion-picture in- 
dustry’s subjective sense of what is good 
and worthy of recognition trumps what 
the public wants. 

“The Oscars lost their way back in 
1989,” according to academy voter Dr. 
Ted Baehr. Baehr, who once financed 
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Muzzled yet still partisan: Jimmy Kimmel 
hosted the 90th annual Academy Awards on 
March 4. Though his political rhetoric was toned 
down some, he couldn’t resist a few barbs at the 
White House. 


films for the Cannon Group, Inc., ex- 
plained the history of the Oscars. “The 
major studios decided they needed an 
awards show to promote their big movies 
like Ben Hur, The Ten Commandments, 
et cetera. And they decided to start the 
Oscars. The trouble was that they set up 
a system where you have categories for 
directors, producers, writers, editors, but 
the actors were the ones influencing the 
industry,” Baehr explained. “It went south 
in the eighties because in the seventies ... 
you had tax shelter financing. So you had 
a lot of people doing a lot of financing on 
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The inmates started running the asylum, SO to speak. 
The actors, those virtue-signaling narcissists who 
insist on telling us what they think about social and 
political issues, consist of the largest group of voters 


for the awards. 


a lot of second-rate films. And all an actor 
has to do is be in one film and get two 
recommendations and, suddenly, that actor 
is a voting member of the academy. So the 
voting members of the academy are now 
actors that have played in little smarmy 
independent films or some actors that just 
want to be part of the crowd.” 

So at some point in the 
1980s, the inmates started 
running the asylum, so to 
speak. The actors, those 
virtue-signaling narcissists 
who insist on telling us what 
they think about social and 
political issues, consist of 
the largest group of voters 
for the awards. The result is 
that the Oscars, once meant 
to showcase films the public 
wanted to see, have become 
a self-congratulatory art 
house show. 

Politics and _ personal 
causes used to be persona 
non grata at the Oscars, but 
that changed in 1973 when 
Marlon Brando, who was 
nominated for Best Actor for 
his performance in The God- 
father, boycotted the event, 
sending Native American 
activist Sacheen Littlefeather 
in his place. When Brando 
won the Oscar, Littlefeather 
refused the award on Bran- 
do’s behalf in protest against 
how Native Americans were 
portrayed in films. The reac- 
tion of that 1973 crowd was 
mixed, with some applauding 
and some booing. 

Five years later, Vanessa 
Redgrave, who had pro- 
duced a pro-PLO documen- 
tary called The Palestinian, 
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won a Best Supporting Actress award 
and used the occasion to decry the Jew- 
ish Defense League, whom she termed 
“Zionist hoodlums.” Again, the crowd 
reaction was mixed, but the die had been 
cast. The Oscars, and by extension other 
awards shows, were now a place in which 
celebrities could vocally support what- 


Politics at the Oscars can be traced back to Marlon Brando sending 
activist Sacheen Littlefeather to decline his Best Actor award for The 
Godfather in protest of Hollywood’s stereotyping of Native Americans. 


ever cause they chose — all it took was 
winning an award. 

Despite what you might think of the 
politics attached, at least Brando’s stunt 
and Redgrave’s speech required some 
courage. In both of those occasions, 
neither actor knew what to expect in re- 
sponse to their statements. The actors 
and actresses of today want to be seen 
as brave speakers of their own truth. In 
actuality, they are just parrots in a liberal 
echo chamber. Whatever the current left- 
ist cause du jour, you can be certain that a 
monolithic theater of like-minded celebri- 
ties will be wearing like-colored ribbons 
or black clothing to symbolize their own 
morality regarding that cause. Whether 
it is gun control, global warming, or the 
#MeToo movement, the acting glitterati 
will be there letting you know 
which way you should think. 

This year’s virtue-signaling 
crown was taken by Oprah 
Winfrey at the Golden Globes 
in January, as she accepted the 
Cecil B. de Mille Award. In a 
speech hailed nearly unani- 
mously in the mainstream 
media as “rousing,” “show- 
stopping,” and “powerful,” 
Winfrey articulated her oh- 
so-important feelings on the 
#MeToo movement. 

“So, I want all the girls 
watching here, now, to know 
that a new day is on the ho- 
rizon!” Winfrey exclaimed. 
“And when that new day 
finally dawns, it will be be- 
cause of a lot of magnificent 
women, many of whom are 
right here in this room to- 
night, and some pretty phe- 
nomenal men, fighting hard 
to make sure that they become 
the leaders who take us to the 
time when nobody ever has to 
say ‘Me too’ again.” 

It causes one to wonder 
just what Cecil B. de Mille, a 
life-long conservative activ- 
ist, would think about how an 
award given in his name was 
used for liberal propaganda. 

Winfrey didn’t mention 
her extremely cozy relation- 
ship with accused serial sex- 
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ual abuser Harvey Weinstein in the 
speech. Perhaps, simply because 
she loudly signaled her virtue to a 
fawning crowd and was given out- 
landish praise in the mainstream 
media, Oprah believes that her 
seedy relationship with the Holly- 
wood predator will be overlooked 
when the 2020 presidential election 
season begins. 

Good luck with that, Oprah. 

The 2018 Oscars had many such 
virtue-signaling moments: 

¢ In presenting one award, im- 
migrant actors Kumail Nanjiani and 
Lupita Nyong’o told America’s il- 
legal immigrants, “We stand with 
you,” a not-so-subtle dig at Presi- 
dent Trump’s immigration policies. 

* Several celebrities wore orange 
lapel pins in support of Everytown 
for Gun Safety, a Michael Bloom- 
berg gun-control group. Of course, 
they did this while being protected 
by more than 500 armed security 
officers. 

* Someone named Common gave 
a quasi-musical performance refer- 
encing the DACA program and the 
#MeToo movement and demeaning 
the National Rifle Association. “Im- 
migrants get the benefits; we put up monu- 
ments for feminists. Tell the NRA they in 
God’s way.” 

¢ In an especially weird moment, Best 
Actress winner Frances McDormand 
asked all of the female nominees to stand 
up and bid the audience to “Look around 
ladies and gentlemen, because we all 
have stories to tell and projects we need 
financed.” McDormand ended the bizarre 
scene by saying, “I have two words to 
leave you with tonight, ladies and gentle- 
men: inclusion rider.” An inclusion rider 
is aclause in a contract that ensures diver- 
sity in a film. 

This year’s event was hosted by Jimmy 
Kimmel. On his late-night show Jimmy 
Kimmel Live, Kimmel has become a 
voice in favor of ObamaCare and authori- 
tarian gun-control measures. He has also 
decried tax cuts and, pretty much, takes 
the opposite position of President Trump 
and the GOP on every issue. Though 
somewhat muted on this year’s Oscars, 
Kimmel couldn’t resist a few digs at the 
White House. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Hooray for hypocrisy: Possible 2020 presidential 
candidate Oprah Winfrey spoke about the #MeToo 
movement at this year’s Golden Globes; she has yet to 
denounce her friend Harvey Weinstein for his reported 
sexual harassment of women. 
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“None other than President Trump 
called Get Out the best first three-quarters 
of a movie he’s seen this year,” Kimmel 
joked. Later in the ceremony, Kimmel en- 
gaged in a rare moment of honesty as he 
clowned, “We don’t make films like Call 
Me by Your Name to make money. We 
make them to upset Mike Pence.” Call Me 
by Your Name is a film that celebrates the 
homosexual relationship between an adult 
and a 17-year-old boy. 

Nowhere is Hollywood’s attitude to- 
ward the movie-going public more appar- 
ent than in the movies themselves. This 
year’s Best Picture winner, The Shape 
of Water, is a film about a mute cleaning 
woman who meets, befriends, and has a 
sexual relationship with a man-like am- 
phibian creature. In other words, a movie 
applauding bestiality is what Hollywood 
considers its best work this year. For those 
of us who love the movies, this is extreme- 
ly disconcerting. 

The one truly awesome moment of the 
Oscar ceremony was when Gary Oldman 
won the Best Actor Oscar for his por- 


trayal of Winston Churchill in the 
film Darkest Hour. Oldman used 
a portion of his acceptance speech 
to thank his adopted country of 
America. “I’ve lived in America 
for the longest time and I’m deeply 
grateful to her for the loves and the 
friendships I have made and the 
many wonderful gifts it has given 
me: my home, my livelihood, my 
family and now Oscar,” Oldman 
said. But what should have been a 
moment for huge applause was met 
with stony silence by the attendees 
of the event. It’s almost enough to 
make you not want to go to movies 
anymore. It’s definitely enough to 
make you tune out the Oscars. 

But a wise man once said, “He 
who controls the media controls 
the culture.” That man was none 
other than the aforementioned Dr. 
Ted Baehr who, in 1985, founded 
Movieguide, a ministry that re- 
views movies and television from a 
Christian perspective. Baehr refuses 
to yield the battlefield of culture to 
left-wing ideologues. Movieguide’s 
mission is to “redeem the values of 
the entertainment industry, accord- 
ing to biblical principles, by influ- 
encing industry executives and artists.” 

Although he is one of the voting mem- 
bers of the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, Dr. Baehr doesn’t feel 
the Oscars are a true representation of 
the industry. “Nobody goes to see these 
films,” Baehr said. “The LA Times does 
an article on how much money a movie 
loses if it wins the Oscar. Moviegoers sud- 
denly see the Oscar as being a symbol that 
this is the type of movie that they don’t 
want to see.” 

In addition to being a service that shows 
parents which films are family friendly, 
Dr. Baehr sees Movieguide as market re- 
search for the entertainment industry. Each 
year, the organization issues an annual re- 
port to the entertainment industry detail- 
ing trends in viewership and what types of 
movies make the most money. This year’s 
report observed that films deemed more 
family friendly by Movieguide averaged 
$51.70 million in profit per movie, while 
the least family-friendly films averaged 
$11.67 million. 

“We do all the economic analysis, and 
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Oscars alternative: Producer Ramsey Naito and director Tom McGrath accept the Movieguide award for Best Family Movie for their film The Boss 
Baby. Dr. Ted Baehr called the movie “the most pro-life film I’ve seen.” Movieguide rates movies based on storytelling and wholesomeness. 


we give it to the studios,” Baehr said. “G 
rated films do about five times better than 
R rated films, PG films do about three times 
better, PG13 do about four times better.” 

Someone in Hollywood is listening. 
When Movieguide began in 1985, more 
than 80 percent of movies in the box office 
were rated R. Today, only 34 percent of 
movies released have an R rating. “What 
we call Hollywood is two groups: There 
are major studios that release 40 percent 
of the movies ... and there’s the indepen- 
dents that produce 60 percent of the mov- 
ies,” Baehr explained. “The good news is 
that among the independents the whole 
world has changed. It used to be just slea- 
zy sex films done by Harvey Weinstein. 
Now, the independents (include) a lot of 
Christian films. This month we’ve got ter- 
rific films from Samson to Paul, Apostle 
of Christ.... There’s a flood of them right 
now. So, the independents are moving in 
the right direction.” 


Each year, in connection with the re- 
lease of its annual report to the entertain- 
ment industry, Movieguide hosts its own 
award show, honoring the best films and 
performances of the past year, a sort of 
anti-Oscars, if you will. These awards 
honor not only quality in motion pictures 
and television, but they also value faith 
and inspiration, things in short supply in 
the rest of the entertainment media. 

This year’s Movieguide awards were 
held in Los Angeles on February 2. One of 
the movies honored was Dreamworks’ The 
Boss Baby, a film described by Dr. Baehr 
as “the most pro-life film I’ve seen.” The 
plot of the film doesn’t seem the stuff of 
current-day Hollywood. “Babies are cre- 
ated in Heaven. God is concerned about 
people not having babies, so He sends 
a little angel down,” Baehr described. 
“When the angel is discovered he says he’s 
on a mission from God and he acknowl- 
edges that Jesus is the boss.” 


This years Best Picture winner, The Shape of Water, 
is a film about a mute cleaning woman who meets, 
befriends, and has a sexual relationship with a man- 
like amphibian creature. In other words, a movie 
applauding bestiality is what Hollywood considers its 


best work this year. 
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“So, Hollywood is doing some good,” 
Baehr acknowledged. 

In America’s culture war, it’s tempting 
to cede ground that we feel is already lost. 
To many Americans, Hollywood is syn- 
onymous with Sodom and Gomorrah, a 
place better left for the Almighty to sort 
out with fire and brimstone. In the culture 
war, the battle for Hollywood seems one- 
sided. One side is extremely well-armed, 
with a cacophonous media machine, a 
vast misinformation weapon designed to 
demoralize its opponent. The other side is 
armed with a moral compass and an un- 
shakeable faith in a just God. Shots are 
fired via television shows, movie theaters, 
and even award shows. Casualties are 
measured in tweets, Facebook posts, and 
box-office receipts. 

People such as Dr. Baehr and the good 
folks at Movieguide remind us that not ev- 
eryone in the movie business is lost. And 
for the sake of that remnant, the battle 
must go on, regardless if one side, main- 
stream Hollywood, is the giant Goliath 
and the other side, we the movie-going 
public, is a puny boy named David. Fortu- 
nately, David came out pretty well in that 
confrontation. 

Movieguide is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization making a real difference 
in Hollywood. If you wish to assist Dr. 
Baehr, please go to www.movieguide.org 
to learn how you can help. 
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AND THE RUSSIAN PRESIDENT IS 


Vladimir Putin has now been elected to his fourth term as president, consolidating 
communist-like control through a rigged ballot box and a slew of new laws. 


by Tatiana Christy 


any people ask: “Why have elec- 
tions in Russia, when the result 
is always the same? Why go 


through such a masquerade?” They don’t 
understand that authoritarian states need 
elections to “legitimize” their regime by a 
periodic display of national enthusiasm, to 
keep the same people in power forever. On 
March 18, the world yawned again, looking 
at Vladimir Putin’s results in the polls. Yet 
again the Russian president, who has been 
in power for 18 years, enjoyed a landslide 
victory, grabbing 76.7 percent of the vote. 
“Tt has become like a déja vu that never ends 
for Russia. Every time there are elections, 
the winner is always the same,” says Elena 
Gorbuhina, a 34-year-old Moscow engi- 
neer. Indeed, a whole generation in Russia 
has grown up without knowing any other 
head of state outside of the figurehead Dmi- 
try Medvedev, and without having a chance 
to compare Putin’s leadership to anyone 
else’s. Now he has been elected again for his 
fourth presidential term with an impressive 
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56 million votes cast for him and 67-percent 
voter turnout — a goal that the Russian ad- 
ministration wanted to achieve. And it did 
— relying not only on voters’ enthusiasm 
but on many tactics to control the vote. 
Putin did not have any serious rivals. He 
would not have allowed anyone to jeopar- 
dize his position. Seven people were his 
“opponents” at the elections, but none of 
them came even close to challenging him. 
The real threat — Alexei Navalny — a 
lawyer and a prominent opponent of the 
Kremlin, who criticizes and exposes cor- 
ruption among the ruling elite — was de- 
nied entry into the presidential race over 
an embezzlement conviction, which he 
claims was fabricated in order to harass 
him. Although Navalny — a pro-Western 
politician who wants to move Russia away 
from its totalitarian past — would not have 
had a chance to win, his widespread sup- 
port, especially among younger, urban- 
ized, and educated people, gave Putin’s 
regime serious reasons to worry. After his 
ban from entering the elections, Navalny 
urged people to boycott them. Many did. 


Cult of personality? In the election of 2018, 
Vladimir Putin didn’t debate any of his 
opponents for president, yet he won handily. 


But it is very hard to fight Putin’s smooth 
election machine — always producing the 
same desired output. 

Putin never appeared in a single presiden- 
tial debate, and he never traveled around the 
country to meet with voters. He never par- 
ticipated in a spontaneous real-time Q&A 
with a critical reporter or media. He didn’t 
need to. His entire government machine, 
with its tremendous resources, was put into 
service for his reelection. Putin himself was 
never even in the spotlight; he even disap- 
peared from the radar a few weeks before 
the vote and was absent for more than two 
weeks, without anyone knowing where he 
was. This may sound unbelievable to a U.S. 
voter, but this is how elections happen in 
an authoritarian captured state, which Rus- 
sia has turned into under the endless rule of 
this former KGB agent. 

Putin’s closest “rival” in these elections 
was Pavel Grudinin — the new leader of 
the Russian Communist Party — calling 
himself the good capitalist, who stands for 
turning privatized businesses into social 
enterprises. He received only 11 percent of 
the vote. The third-place contender was the 
ever-present fixture of the Russian political 
scene Vladimir Zhirinovsky of the Liberal 
Democratic party — a militant national- 
ist with incessant threats to annihilate the 
West. He received five percent of the vote. 

Then came the most interesting can- 
didate, Ksenia Sobchak, the 36-year-old 
media personality and socialite who is a 
staunch critic of Putin — pushing a liber- 
al western agenda. She received only 1.7 
percent of the vote, mostly from young, 
educated urbanites, who would have 
voted for Alexei Navalny had he been al- 
lowed to run. None of these candidates 
were ever a threat to Putin. They were 
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part of the elections merely to legitimize 
his win. 

Putin has been in power since 1999 — 
either as president or as prime minister. 
Many consider the 65-year-old leader as 
the eternal ruler of the country, copying 
the governing style of his communist pre- 
decessors. After his first two consecutive 
four-year presidential terms ended in 2008, 
he switched places with the prime minister 
for four years, and it was during this time 
that he crafted a change to the country’s 
constitution to extend the presidential term 
to six years. In 2012, he again was elected 
president — for a six-year term. Now he 
has been reelected for another six years. 
Russians already joke that he’II run his next 
term from Lenin’s Mausoleum (meaning 
that he will continue ruling after death). 

But his rule is no joke: During his stay in 
power, Russia has endured a prolonged and 
slow strangulation of society through repres- 
sive laws that limit social activism, political 
dissent, and independent media. 

After massive protests against Putin 
started in 2011, he got scared. His per- 
manent occupancy of the presidential of- 
fice was questioned by the public. What 
immediately followed was a series of re- 
pressive laws against civic rights. These 
laws criminalized unauthorized protests 
with fines and prison terms. All of this 
was justified as a “fight against radical- 
ism.” Putin initiated a huge crackdown on 
nongovernmental organizations and has 
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Voting is a sweet deal: To boost turnout in the Russian presidential elections and boost the 


practically eradicated independent media. 
Internet freedom in Russia is also affected; 
the government may shut down websites 
that “violate Russia law.” 

It is hard to fight a captured state, es- 
pecially wherein Putin is presented as the 
nation’s savior. His campaign messages 
were simple and one-dimensional — they 
boiled down to: “Russia is the greatest 
country and those who mess with it will 
regret it.” Military rhetoric, nuclear weap- 
ons, patriotism, and blaming the enemy 
for any problems (with the West being the 
villain again) is pretty much what Putin’s 
“campaign” entailed. The national propa- 
ganda praising him has reached the point 
of hysteria, resembling the all-too-familiar 
personality cults during the days of So- 
viet communism. Even children were not 
spared and were frequently used as prop- 
aganda tools in this grim masquerade. 

The only thing Putin was worried about 
in these elections was voter turnout. There 
were early indications that it would be quite 
a bit lower than in previous years. His ad- 
ministration came up with many tricks to rig 
the system: It introduced a system for peo- 
ple to vote at different voting sections from 
the one they have been registered at. With 
that, one person could vote multiple times at 
different polling stations. The government 
sent all Russian citizens with mobile phones 
a message telling them they could vote at 
any polling station they wanted to. Navalny 
and his observers exposed this scam before 


supposed legitimacy of the election, many polling sites gave away free food as an enticement to vote. 


28 


AP Images 


WORLD 


the elections, showing how a person could 
obtain many “permits” to vote at as many 
stations he went to. The government, as 
usual, denied any violations. 

Security cameras and observers caught 
multiple cases of ballot stuffing across the 
country. However, the majority of voting 
sections in the country lacked cameras and 
monitors, and so critics could only specu- 
late on the size of the vote-rigging in Rus- 
sia. Ironically, teachers usually administer 
the vote and commit the election violations. 
Russians mostly vote in school buildings, 
and the teachers are the ones who are on the 
voting commissions. Teachers are also used 
as agitators to propagate the government’s 
message during election time. One instruc- 
tor at a university in Crimea was caught on 
camera threatening fines for students who 
do not vote. This same teacher offered raf- 
fle rewards for those who voted. Putin won 
in Crimea with more than 90 percent of the 
vote. The peninsula was the showcase of 
Putin’s elections — Putin chose the election 
day to coincide with the date of Crimea’s 
annexation. 

To boost voter turnout, election day was 
made to look like a national holiday in Rus- 
sia: Free food and drinks were offered, free 
concerts were held, entertainers were hired 
to urge people to vote. No effort was spared 
to lure citizens to the election booths. And 
no effort was spared to harass Navalny’s 
supporters and stop their attempts to moni- 
tor and report on voting violations. 

Despite Putin’s victory, he really cannot 
ignore millions of Russians who are angry 
with him — for failure to address corrup- 
tion, for being part of Russia’s oligarchic 
model of governance, for its international 
isolation and growing military rhetoric. 
That’s why on many ballots Russians who 
went to vote wrote angry words and ob- 
scenities, saying words such as “Enough!” 
“Get out!” “Tired of you!” etc. “Young 
people are losing patience with this situ- 
ation and are more vocal about their dis- 
content with the Putin government,” says 
Igor Danilevsky, a professor at the Moscow 
Research University. 

“Elections without choice are no elec- 
tions” is the slogan of Putin’s critics. 
Some observers say that Russia today is 
a boiling pot under pressure that could 
unexpectedly explode. How soon (and 
whether) its society might attempt to 
loosen Putin’s grip remains to be seen. Mi 
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Climate-change Claptrap 


Marc Morano explains in his new book how media and scientists on a mission have 
dented logic, banged around facts, crashed careers, and disappeared disagreements. 


Marc Morano 


The Politically Incorrect Guide to Cli- 
mate Change, by Marc Morano, Wash- 
ington, D.C.: Regnery Publishing, 2018, 
200 pages, paperback. 


by James Murphy 


e has been called “evil personi- 
He by the left-wing blog Daily 

Kos. The New York Times called 
his website, ClimateDepot.com, “divisive 
and toxic.” A “wanted” poster of him, 
claiming he was a “climate criminal,” 
was displayed at the site of the 2015 UN 
Climate Summit in Paris. In 2009, Roll- 
ing Stone magazine listed him as one of 
the planet’s 17 “climate killers.” In 2012, 
Media Matters named him the “Climate 
Mis-informer of the Year.” With bona 
fides like that, you just know that Marc 
Morano is on to something. In fact, he has 
just written a new book, The Politically 
Incorrect Guide to Climate Change, and 
it should ruffle a few more feathers in the 
climate-alarmist community. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Remember the whole “the Amazon 
rainforest is disappearing” trope that en- 
vironmentalists used to peddle? Morano 
is one of the main reasons we stopped 
hearing about that. His 2000 documen- 
tary, Amazon Rainforest: Clear Cutting 
the Myths, was a main reason that false 
narrative died. The film showed that, far 
from disappearing, the Amazon was one 
of the most intact and thriving forests in 
the world. It also showed that celebrities 
and environmental activists were not try- 
ing to assist the native population of the 
forest, but exploit them. So Marc Mo- 
rano has some experience in exposing 
junk science and the political movements 
behind it. 

In his new book, Morano exposes 
much of the misinformation, obfuscation, 
and outright lying that the climate alarm- 
ists must do in order to keep their own 
false narrative alive. Morano uncovers 
the bullying and arm-twisting that goes 
on behind the scenes in academia so that 
the global-warming/climate-change scare- 
mongering remains in the forefront of to- 
day’s news. 

Morano freely admits that he’s no sci- 
entist. His degree is in political science, 
which is the perfect background for the 
climate-change debate, since much of the 
debate doesn’t concern science but poli- 
tics. But that’s not to say that Morano’s 
new book contains no scientific informa- 
tion. Indeed, The Politically Incorrect 
Guide to Climate Change is chock-full of 
science. 

Detailing a plethora of climate-related 
scares dating back 200 years, Morano 
points out that climate scientists have been 
warning us of apocalypse for a long time. 
Those frightening predictions have just as 
often included global cooling as global 
warming. Perhaps that is why the climate- 
alarmist community has now settled on 
the more ubiquitous moniker of “climate 
change,” rather than global warming or 
global cooling. 


Morano points out that even in the Vic- 
torian era there were skeptics, such as one 
editorial writer for the Brisbane Courier: 
“The 1871 editorial writer even foreshad- 
owed how the promoters of the climate 
change panic would not allow actual ob- 
servational evidence to sway their claims: 
‘Much observation, which ought to cor- 
rect a tendency to exaggerate, seems in 
some minds to have rather a tendency to 
increase it.” 

More recently, Morano details how the 
global-cooling scare of the 1970s slowly 
and deliberately morphed into the global- 
warming scare in 1980s. There are sev- 
eral examples of scientists who were once 
certain of global cooling transforming 
into disciples of global warming, such as 
Obama science advisor John Holdren. 

When we’re told that there is scientific 
consensus on the subject of global warm- 
ing, we should take that claim with a grain 
of salt. Morano deconstructs the “97-per- 
cent consensus” assertion from several an- 
gles and shows it to be a complete fabrica- 
tion. One source for the 97-percent number 
is Australian researcher John Cook, who 
analyzed nearly 12,000 research papers on 
climate change between 1991 and 2011 in 
coming up with the overblown consensus 
figure. However, a closer look at the ab- 
stracts of the 11,944 peer-reviewed papers 
cited in Cook’s 97-percent figure shows 
that 66.4 percent of the studies expressed 
no opinion, whatsoever, on anthropogenic 
global warming. Just where Cook came up 
with the 97-percent number, no one really 
knows. 

Morano also goes to bat for that much- 
vilified trace atmospheric gas carbon diox- 
ide. CO, makes up a whopping 0.04 per- 
cent of our atmosphere, and of that tiny 
fraction, man is responsible for only 3.5 
percent of all CO, emitted each year. That 
the very air we exhale has been turned into 
a pollutant says much about the agenda of 
the climate alarmists. Once we stop burn- 
ing fossil fuels and find that CO, is still 
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rising, owing primarily to off-gassing 
from oceans as they continue to warm 
folowing the last Ice Age, what would the 
next step be? Fewer people, perhaps? 

And Morano has some heavyweight sci- 
entists in his corner in the defense of car- 
bon dioxide. Among them is the successor 
to Albert Einstein, Princeton’s Freeman 
Dyson, who said, “I like carbon dioxide, 
it’s very good for plants. It’s good for the 
vegetation, the farms, essentially carbon 
dioxide is vital for food production, vital 
for wildlife.” Carbon dioxide is simply not 
a pollutant. 

Climate alarmists such as Al Gore have 
been busy telling us that polar ice is melt- 
ing. In 2014, Gore said, “The West Antarc- 
tic Peninsula is warming about four times 
faster than the global average.” Gore was 
right but, as usual, incomplete in his proc- 
lamation that the western peninsula ice is 
melting. He conveniently leaves out the 
fact that the western shelf contains less 
than 10 percent of the Antarctic ice. The 
East Antarctic ice sheet shows either no 
change or a small amount of cooling. The 
world’s leading carbon-credit salesman 


SHIPPING SUPPLY SPECIALISTS 


HUGE SELECTION OF 
BINS AND TOTES 


also leaves out the 91 volcanoes located 
beneath the western peninsula. Geother- 
mal heat from volcanoes has a tendency 
to melt ice. 

Morano does a complete takedown of 
Michael Mann’s infamous “hockey stick” 
graph. He shows how the claims of “hot- 
test year ever” every few years are nothing 
but data-manipulating sleight-of-hand. He 
dismantles the very idea of climate model- 
ing as evidence for global warming. He 
details the Climategate scandal and the 
reasons why it was a big deal and how it 
discredited Michael Mann and other data- 
fudging scientists. Morano also shows ex- 
actly how and why the term global warm- 
ing transformed into climate change. 

Interspersed throughout Morano’s nar- 
rative are highlighted sections, which 
contain sometimes humorous and always 
maddening tidbits exposing the hypocrisy 
and obfuscation of climate alarmists. In 
addition, Did you know? sections, which 
give more interesting morsels of informa- 
tion, are distributed throughout the book. 

There are too many scientists who dis- 
sent from the global-warming “consen- 


sus” quoted in the book to name them all. 
But a partial listing of those scientists in- 
cludes Dr. Judith Curry, the former chair 
of Georgia Tech’s School of Earth and At- 
mospheric Sciences; Dr. William Happer, 
Princeton professor emeritus of physics; 
Dr. Roy Spencer, a meteorologist and prin- 
cipal research scientist at the University 
of Alabama-Huntsville; Dr. Richard Lind- 
zen, former professor of meteorology at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
and geologist Robert Giegengack, the for- 
mer chair of the Department of Earth and 
Environmental Science at the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

Although the book is set up in an almost 
textbook-like way, it definitely does not 
read like a textbook. Morano’s prose is ac- 
cessible to the layman while giving a great 
deal of detailed scientific information. The 
Politically Incorrect Guide to Climate 
Change is a potent arrow in the quiver of 
anyone who is tired of being lectured to 
by Al Gore and Leonardo DiCaprio and 
their misinformed minions. This book is 
definitely worth a read, especially if you 
want the real story on climate change. 


Ice Cream Money 


Sixth-grade teacher Price Lawrence of 
Highlands Elementary in Huntsville, Al- 
abama, was astonished when one of his 
students offered her ice cream money to 
help Lawrence pay for his father-in-law’s 
funeral. 

Lawrence explained on his Facebook 
page that all of his students exhibited kind- 
ness when they learned that he had lost his 
father-in-law on February 20. “This morn- 
ing, during first period, my kids could tell 
I was a little off,’ he wrote on his page. 
“When they asked why I wasn’t acting 
normally, I explained to them that my 
wife’s father had passed away this week- 
end and that I was worried about her.” 

According to Lawrence, the students 
gave him hugs and high-fives at dismiss- 
al, but one particular student took it a step 
further. She reportedly gave Mr. Lawrence 
some coins with a note that read, “Ms. 
Lawrence. I’m sorry.” The student went 
on to tell Mr. Lawrence, “This is for your 
wife. I know it was real expensive when 
my daddy died and I don’t really want ice 
cream today anyways.” 

Facebook users were so touched by the 
girl’s kindness that they shared the post 
nearly 300,000 times. 


Aiding a Veteran 


Police officer Jordan Gaiche of Wausau, 
Wisconsin, was patrolling one of his 
neighborhoods on a freezing night when 
he encountered a strange situation and an 
opportunity to do something good. 

On a below-zero night in Wausau, Of- 
ficer Gaiche could not help but notice 
a man walking down the street wearing 
nothing but a t-shirt and shorts, rather un- 
usual attire for such a cold evening. The 
officer stopped the man to ask if he was 
all right. 

“T looked down at my temperature 
gauge and it was negative 7, which kind 
of concerned me,” the officer told WSAW. 

The man explained that his elderly 
neighbor, Ron Barwick, had once again 
gotten stuck in his broken recliner and that 
he was on his way to help him. Officer 
Gaiche agreed to go along to offer some 
assistance. 
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“The elderly gentleman had gotten 
stuck in his recliner and appeared to be im- 
mobile and on oxygen,” said Gaiche. “It 
was evident that this chair was the place 
this man spent most of his time.” 

According to Gaiche, the chair did not 
seem like an adequate resting place for 
Barwick. “It had become more of a trap for 
injury rather than an assistive device,” the 
officer wrote on his Facebook page. “The 
neighbor looked up at the man’s wife and 
said: ‘I think it’s time you guys got a new 
chair.’ The wife sadly replied that she knew 
they needed a new chair, but could not af- 
ford one, as they [cost] around $2,000.” 

Gaiche told WSAW he was “broken- 
hearted” when he heard that, especially 
when he learned that Barwick was a 
Navy veteran who had served two tours 
in Vietnam. 

It was then that Officer Gaiche decided 
he wanted to help. He instructed the man’s 
wife to select a new recliner and stated that 
he would cover the bill. 

Gaiche then took to his Facebook 
page to see if anyone would help him 
purchase the chair, and was astonished 
by the outpouring of support for the 
Vietnam veteran. 

“I posted something on Facebook, just 
to some family and friends at like 5 in the 
morning on Monday, and within an hour, 
6:00 we had over a dozen people that had 
stood up and responded to the needs of a 
fellow man,” said Officer Gaiche. By the 
time 36 hours had passed, Officer Gaiche 
had raised enough to buy the chair. Furni- 
ture and Appliance Mart in Wausau even 
donated the delivery of the new chair. 

“I was just really shocked, and incred- 
ibly appreciative of the generosity that 
people had come forth with to help a 
total stranger,” said Gaiche. “Some of the 
people who donated, I have not seen for a 
decade.... Some I have never even met.” 

By February 7, Barwick had a brand 
new chair. Furniture and Appliance Mart 
also removed the old one for free. 

Meanwhile, Officer Gaiche said, “The 
moral of this story is to look around you 
and see all of the great things that people 
are doing. This world is a good place. Turn 
off the negativity and focus on making the 
world just a little bit better.” 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


Crying Toddler, 
Caring Women 


A young, pregnant mother from Waimea, 
Hawaii, became overwhelmed on Febru- 
ary 2 when she found herself waiting for a 
flight at LAX airport with her toddler, who 
was having a meltdown. Then, something 
amazing happened. One by one, women 
awaiting flights began coming over to the 
scene to help. By the time they all went 
their separate ways, the pair was able to 
get on the flight without further incident. 

Witness Beth Bornstein Dunnington de- 
scribed the scene on her Facebook page: 
“A toddler who looked to be eighteen or 
so months old was having a total melt- 
down, running between the seats, kicking 
and screaming, then lying on the ground, 
refusing to board the plane.” According to 
Dunnington, the mother was pregnant and 
traveling alone, and was unable to pick 
up the child because he was flailing and 
screaming. “The mother finally sat down 
on the floor and put her head in her hands, 
with her kid next to her still having a melt- 
down, and started crying,” she continued. 

Dunnington reported that six or seven 
women from the boarding area ap- 
proached the young mother and formed a 
sort of circle around her and her child, as if 
to shield the scene so as to help minimize 
the mother’s embarrassment. She states 
that each woman did something different 
to calm the distressed pair. 

Dunnington recalled: “I sang ‘The Itsy 
Bitsy Spider’ to the little boy.... One 
woman had an orange that she peeled; one 
woman had a little toy in her bag that she 
let the toddler play with; another woman 
gave the mom a bottle of water. Someone 
else helped the mom get the kid’s sippy 
cup out of her bag and give it to him.” 

Amazingly, the women did not commu- 
nicate a word to one another about how 
they were going to help. Instead, they each 
took on a different role, and within min- 
utes, both the mom and toddler were calm 
and able to board their flight. “After they 
went through the door, we all went back 
to our separate seats and didn’t talk about 
it.... We were strangers, gathering to solve 
something,” Dunnington wrote. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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How Can I Make a Difference? 


GETTING STARTED IS AS EASY AS 1,2,3... 


Sign up for JBS news and action alerts 
e Stay informed with free content 
e Visit www.JBS.org/e-newsletter to sign up now 


Contact your elected representatives 
e Local, state, and federal officials represent you 
e Visit www.JBS.org/act-now for contact information 


Join The John Birch Society 
e National concerted action multiplies your impact 
e Visit www.JBS.org/join to apply for membership today 
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The Waco Ira 


25 Years Later 
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Ash heap of liberty: It was one of the saddest moments in American history. Seventy-five members 


= 


of the Branch Davidians, an off-shoot of the Seventh-Day Adventists, perished in a fire on April 19, 
1993, inside their compound a few miles from Waco, Texas, after a 51-day siege by the FBI. 


by Steve Byas 


T° government moved before dawn 
to launch the raid. Persistent reports 
indicated that the rebels had stock- 
piled weapons, which the government had 
declared illegal. Although intended as a sur- 
prise attack, the rebels were forewarned. It 
is still shrouded in mystery as to who fired 
the first shot. When the brief shoot-out was 
over, several Americans were dead. 

It was April 19. 

On that April 19, 1775, the “embattled 
farmers” stood and fired the shot heard 
’round the world. The British military dic- 
tator of Massachusetts, General Thomas 
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Gage, was determined to “nip rebellion in 
the bud.” He intended to do this by strip- 
ping away the guns of the American patri- 
ots who had resisted the British attempts 
to abridge their rights. 

Since that day, two more significant 
April 19ths have taken their place in 
American history. One is the day that 
Branch Davidians died in a blazing in- 
ferno outside Waco, Texas, in 1993. 
The second was in 1995, when Timothy 
McVeigh and “others unknown” (in the 
words of the federal grand jury that in- 
dicted McVeigh) took revenge by bomb- 
ing the Alfred P. Murrah federal building 
in downtown Oklahoma City. 


gedy 


Despite years of justifications and denials by the ATF and FBI, it is apparent not only that 
the assault on the sect was unprovoked, but that government leaders were at fault. 


The tragic events at the Branch David- 
ian complex were precipitated by the de- 
cision of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms (ATF) to launch a raid on a 
religious compound known as Mt. Carmel 
outside Waco, Texas, because the bureau 
alleged that David Koresh and other lead- 
ers of the Branch Davidians (a splinter 
group of the Seventh-Day Adventists) 
were stockpiling illegal weapons. The ini- 
tial February 28 raid was a disaster, lead- 
ing to the unfortunate deaths of several 
ATF agents and Branch Davidians. 

Then, on April 19, following a 51-day 
siege by agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBD, the compound caught 
fire and 75 Davidians died a horrible death. 
The FBI argued that the Bureau was a case 
of mass suicide, and that it had nothing to 
do with the fire. President Bill Clinton even 
callously dismissed their deaths: “Some re- 
ligious fanatics murdered themselves.” But 
these may have been lies. 

The final assault of the FBI was like a 
war-time military assault, complete with 
tanks flying American flags. After the 
tragic ending, someone even hoisted an 
ATF flag over the burned rubble. 


The Reason for the ATF Raid 

Why had the ATF targeted the Davidians 
in the first place? Apparently, some dis- 
gruntled former members of the group al- 
leged to authorities that their leader, David 
Koresh, had indicated that he wished to 
stockpile illegal weapons out of a desire to 
launch an assault on someone, though the 
ATF was always rather vague as to who 
that someone would have been. Actually, 
Koresh and other Davidians at Mt. Car- 
mel did have a large number of weapons 
(about three for every person living on the 
property), but considering that the average 
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Texan has four, that is nothing 
extraordinary. 

The purpose of the weap- 
ons actually appeared to 
be more commercial: The 
Davidians worked through 
licensed gun dealer Henry 
McMahon, who purchased 
a large number of military- 
style semi-automatic weap- 
ons for Koresh to resell. 
Some additional gun laws 
passed during the first Bush 
administration had caused 
the prices to dramatically in- 
crease, and as is usual when 
a Democrat president, such 
as Clinton, enters the White 
House, demand for such 
legal weapons increases even 
more. McMahon said that 
these weapons were kept in 
boxes, and never used, so as 
to increase their resale value. 

One of the Davidians, Paul 
Fatta, regularly attended gun 
shows around Texas, selling 
not only guns, but knives, 
camouflage clothing, and 
military “ready-to-eat” meals. 
Ironically, Fatta was not even 
present on the day of the raid, 
because he was at a gun show 
in Austin. 

Once the FBI took over the 
operation, Bob Ricks became the face of 
the FBI to the media. He was assistant 
to the agent in charge; he was assistant 
to the hostage negotiator; and he was 
the official spokesman to the media. In 
1999, this writer interviewed Ricks for 
an article in the Oklahoma Constitution 
newspaper. He told me that he believed 
Koresh’s motivation in stockpiling weap- 
ons was to “end up in a struggle with the 
government.” If so, the government cer- 
tainly accommodated him. 
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Guilty of oddness: David Koresh, the leader of the Branch Davidians, 
certainly held religious views not shared by evangelical Christians. But 
none of those views were crimes under the U.S. Constitution, and it is still 
unclear if Koresh and his followers had actually committed any violations 
of federal statutes to justify the raid by the ATF on February 28, 1993. 


In 1992, McMahon was visited by 
agents of the ATF and asked about Ko- 
resh’s gun purchases. According to Carol 
Moore, in her 1995 book The Davidian 
Massacre, McMahon immediately called 
Koresh, who told him to tell the ATF 
agents they were “more than welcome” 
to visit Mt. Carmel and see his guns. 
“So I walked back in the room, holding 
the cordless phone and said, ‘I’ve got 
[Koresh] on the phone. If you'd like to 
go out there and see those guns, you’re 


The FBI argued that it was a case of mass suicide, and that the 
Bureau had nothing to do with the fire. President Bill Clinton even 
callously dismissed their deaths: “Some religious fanatics murdered 


themselves.” But these were lies. 
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more than welcome.” They 
declined. 

When the government later 
prosecuted some Davidian 
survivors, the government 
was unable to provide any 
evidence that Koresh had 
bought or sold any illegal 
guns or anything else. De- 
spite this, these allegations 
were used to obtain a warrant 
to arrest Koresh — a war- 
rant they supposedly had to 
serve when Koresh was at the 
compound, not when he was 
away from the place. The ATF 
later claimed that they could 
not simply serve a warrant 
on Koresh when he left the 
compound because they con- 
tended he was not leaving Mt. 
Carmel anymore. Even Ricks 
told me this contention by the 
ATF was “not true.” The facts 
are that Koresh shopped fre- 
quently in Waco, just a few 
miles away. 

After the raid, the ATF and 
= the FBI offered other reasons 
to justify the spectacular raid, 
such as allegations of child 
abuse. But these were irrel- 
evant. First of all, charges of 
child abuse are not within the 
jurisdiction of the ATF, or any 
other agency of the U.S. government. Sec- 
ond, the Texas Department of Protection 
and Regulatory Services had conducted an 
investigation less than a year earlier, and 
concluded there was no evidence to sup- 
port such a charge. 

Another accusation leveled at the 
Branch Davidians was that they were a 
cult, with very unusual ideas about biblical 
prophecy. But Koresh’s religious views 
and practices, while appearing strange to 
many secular and Christian Americans 
alike, are actually quite irrelevant, since 
religious liberty has long been a cherished 
part of our American heritage. 

Even with all of these accusations, 
many Americans wondered why tanks 
were used at the compound. The govern- 
ment used the excuse that Koresh was 
manufacturing drugs at Mt. Carmel (he 
was not) as a legal pretense to secure mili- 
tary equipment. Dick Reavis explained in 
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his book The Ashes of Waco: “The military 
may not take an ‘active’ role in civilian 
law enforcement, except when drug in- 
terdiction is involved.... Military person- 
nel can provide a civilian lawman with a 
rifle, teach him how to use it, supply him 
with ammunition, even load his weapon 
for him. But because of the wishes of the 
Founding Fathers and the authors of the 
Posse Commitatus Act, soldiers can’t pull 
the trigger.” 

To obtain such military equipment, 
including tanks and grenades, the ATF 
had to provide evidence of illegal drug 
activity at Mt. Carmel, so they manu- 
factured some very flimsy evidence. 
In 1987-88, Koresh was engaged in a 
dispute with George Roden, a rival for 
Davidian leadership, over con- 
trol of the property. Roden was 
eventually expelled from the 
property, but during the time 
that he was in control, he had 
rented some houses on the site 
to non-Davidians, who Koresh 
alleged were making drugs on 
the property. Koresh contacted 
the sheriff’s office that a meth 
lab was left behind on the prop- 
erty after Roden’s expulsion. 
The sheriff’s office then came 
out and removed all the mate- 
rial that Koresh showed them. 

Nevertheless, the ATF used 
this dubious allegation that a lab 
for making methamphetamines 
had been present on the property 
to obtain helicopters to help in 
the raid. Apparently, there was 
no drug manufacturing going on 
at Mt. Carmel. 


The February 28 ATF Raid 

It is thought that one impetus 
for a dramatic raid was to help 
secure better funding for ATF. 
Even Ricks told me that the ATF 
desired a “spectacular effect” 
with its raid. 

They certainly got that. Un- 
fortunately, they also needlessly 
caused the deaths of both ATF 
agents and Branch Davidians. 
That result was almost a fore- 
gone conclusion, for as Agent 
Bill Buford said, agents were au- 
thorized to shoot anyone inside 
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armed with a weapon when they launched 
their February 28 assault. And, several 
witnesses later testified that there was 
never any announcement that the raiders 
were law enforcement. One Davidian later 
said he thought it might be “some kind of 
anti-Christian group” making the assault. 
Indeed, between 75 and 90 agents 
rushed toward the compound, screaming 
like Marines storming a beach. Agent Ro- 
land Ballesteros made his way toward the 
front door, which was now open. He rec- 
ognized Koresh standing in the doorway, 
along with two others. Koresh was un- 
armed, and Ballesteros, with his shotgun 
pointed at him, shouted, “Police! Search 
warrant! Lay down!” Others were shout- 


ing similar commands. 


They started it: Agents of the ATF staged the initial raid of the Branch 
Davidian compound. After the raid quickly turned into a disaster, 

with 10 deaths, the ATF gave control of the siege to the FBI. Then the 
FBI staged the final raid on April 19, 1993, in which 75 people in the 
compound were killed. 


Another agent, Joseph Patterson, said he 
saw nothing in Koresh’s hands and did not 
consider him a threat. Patterson pointed a 
pistol at Koresh “in an attempt to get him 
to comply.” As Ballesteros came closer, 
he said that Koresh asked, “What’s going 
on?” before shutting the door. Agents said 
the first shots came through the closed 
door, although the ATF had already killed 
five dogs (pets of the children) at the be- 
ginning of the raid. 

Koresh told David French of CNN, “I 
opened the door as they were running up.... 
They were in complete combat uniform, 
and they started hollering, you know. All 
of them hollered, I didn’t know what they 
were saying.” He insisted to CNN, “They 
started firing at me and so what happened 
was is that I fell back in the door 
and the bullets started coming 
through the door.” 

At this, Koresh said some 
of the Davidians started firing 
back, while he was shouting, 
“Go away, there’s women and 
children here, let’s talk.” It is 
doubtful that the agents could 
understand Koresh any better 
than he could understand them, 
but the ATF already knew that 
women and children were in- 
side the building they were 
shooting at. 

Of course, the front doors 
could have provided evidence 
as to whether bullets all came 
from inside, or all from out- 
side, or both, but during the 
later FBI final siege on April 
19, an armored vehicle dragged 
the doors away from the build- 
ing. When the Texas Rangers 
later took custody of the prop- 
erty from the FBI and the ATF, 
only the left front door could 
be found. Though the left door 
showed no smoke damage, Dick 
Reavis wrote in The Ashes of 
Waco, “Ranger and ATF agents 
were only able to surmise that 
somehow, the missing steel door 
had ‘melted’ during the blaze. 
Yet other metal items inside — 
guns, cartridges, tricycles, cans 
of food, and kitchenware — and 
some items of glass survived the 
inferno.” 
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Despite knowledge of the presence 
of children, Agent Lowell Sprague later 
admitted, he fired at what he considered 
“threats,” which included a pair of hands 
in a window, and even curtains moving. 
As Moore wrote in The Davidian Massa- 
cre, “Texas Rangers testified that BATF 
agents in the undercover house three- 
hundred yards south of Mount Carmel 
were firing at the building. Rangers col- 
lected more than seventy used shell cas- 
ings from in and around the undercover 
house.” 

By the time the failed ATF assault of 
February 28 had ended, 10 people were 
dead — six Davidians and four ATF 
agents. Others were wounded in the battle, 
including Koresh. 


The FBI Siege Begins 

That evening, the ATF agreed to relinquish 
control of the siege to the FBI. At first, it 
appeared that the bureau’s agents would 
be able to coax Koresh and his followers 
to quickly surrender. As a condition to giv- 
ing up, Koresh asked for the FBI to first 
play an audiotape he had made, in prime- 
time, on radio stations across the country. 
The FBI agreed, but then only played the 
tape on local stations in the middle of the 
afternoon. Koresh cited what he consid- 


Lying to avoid legalities? 


Texas National Guard tanks were deployed to th 


ered a breach of promise as his excuse not 
to surrender on March 2. 

At this, the FBI began to take actions to 
make the Davidians so uncomfortable that 
they would come out of the compound. 
They cut off phone contact, except with 
them. They turned the electricity on and 
off. A few Davidians did surrender, but 
most did not, and on March 12, the FBI cut 
off their electricity for good. Next, they 
began shining bright lights at the David- 
ians’ windows, night and day (which, as 
it turned out, helped the Davidians read at 
night when their electric lights no longer 
worked), and used loudspeakers to blare 
sounds of screeching rabbits being slaugh- 
tered, along with several other sounds, 
such as clocks ticking. They even played 
Nancy Sinatra’s song, “These Boots Are 
Made for Walking,” with its famous line, 
“they’re going to walk all over you,” over 
and over. 

FBI spokesman Bob Ricks said, “The 
music ... has been specifically selected 
for its irritation ability.” During the 
siege, which continued for almost two 
months, the FBI depicted Koresh as a 
cult leader with very unusual ideas about 
biblical prophecy. While irrelevant, this 
was intended to win over public opinion 
for the FBI. 
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e Davidian compound. 


Legal justification to use armored vehicles against civilians was obtained under the “war on 
drugs” by claims that Koresh was manufacturing drugs. These claims were never proven. 
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When I raised the issue of whether the 
FBI’s final assault upon the Davidians 
was necessary, Ricks became very testy. 
He asked me what I would have done, then 
argued that Koresh was about to start kill- 
ing the children inside of the compound. 

When I asked how he knew what Ko- 
resh was about to do, Ricks told me that 
“psychologists” had come to that conclu- 
sion, based on an analysis of his writings 
and statements during the siege. How- 
ever, in the book Ashes of Waco, Ricks is 
quoted as saying, “There is nobody who 
can understand what this man [Koresh] 
is saying.” 

Whatever Koresh’s intentions were, 
the compound did not become a raging 
fireball until after Attorney General Janet 
Reno ordered the final assault on April 19, 
1993. Large quantities of tear gas were 
pumped into the buildings that housed the 
defiant Branch Davidians. 

CS gas is the common name for 2-chlo- 
robenzalmalonitrile, a white powder. More 
than one hundred nations, including the 
United States, had banned the use of CS 
gas during wartime; however, no restric- 
tions on its use on a nation’s own citizens 
existed. Still, the FBI should have known 
the dangers: The manufacturers of CS gas 
warn against its use indoors because heavy 
exposures have caused deaths. Ricks ada- 
mantly denied to me the lethal effects of 
CS gas, but finally conceded that it was 
“possible” to kill a person if “you just 
drowned them in it.” 

If the purpose of putting gas into the 
buildings was to force the evacuation of 
the buildings, it was an ill-advised meth- 
od. The section of the U.S. Army Field 
Manual on civil disturbances states that 
persons are generally “incapable of ex- 
ecuting organized and concerted actions” 
while under the influence of CS gas. The 
manual even asserts that “excessive expo- 
sure to CS may make them incapable of 
vacating the area.” 

Worse, the FBI inserted the CS gas 
using flame-inducing gas grenades. After 
six years of denials that it used pyrotechnic 
devices (which can precipitate fires) on the 
Davidian compound, the FBI reluctantly 
admitted in 1999 that such devices had 
been used. According to the Dallas Morn- 
ing News, a 40 mm incendiary grenade was 
used “that releases tear gas with a burning 
explosive capable of sparking fires.” 
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For the children? President Bill Clinton and his attorney general, Janet Reno, were still new to 
their positions when the ATF conducted its initial assault on February 28, 1993. Reno eventually 
authorized the use of CS gas on the Branch Davidians, despite the presence of children inside the 
compound. Ironically, concern over the welfare of the children was used to justify the February raid. 


Though for more than six years, the 
FBI insisted that nothing it did could 
have caused the fatal blaze that engulfed 
Mt. Carmel, it was lying. In his interview 
with me in 1999, Ricks adamantly still 
held to the story that the Davidians had 
started the fire themselves. The FBI had 
managed to get multiple listening devic- 
es in the compound, and there are audio 
tapes wherein it sounds as if some Da- 
vidians are planning to start fires during 
the assault. Whether those fires would be 
for warmth, defense, or suicide, we don’t 
know for sure. While Ricks was a top as- 
sistant of the FBI agent in charge during 
the Waco siege, he told me that he was 
“not aware” that pyrotechnic devices 
were used to deliver CS gas. Even though 
he was “not aware” of the use of pyro- 
technic devices (which could have cer- 
tainly started a fire when mixed with CS 
gas), he insisted in our interview that the 
pyrotechnic devices of which he was “not 
aware” did not start a fire. He insisted 
that he was confident that the pyrotech- 
nic devices of which he was “not aware” 
were not fired at any part of the com- 
pound where the fires erupted. Instead, 
Ricks supported the FBI contention that 
the tear gas grenades (which the FBI had 
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lied about for over six years) bounced 
harmlessly off a concrete structure with- 
out causing any significant damage. 


The Final Assault 

The final assault added to the carnage: In 
The Ashes of Waco, Dick Reavis wrote, 
“Surviving residents say that in making 
their entries, the tanks knocked over lan- 
terns and cans of fuel, and crushed pres- 
surized tanks filled with liquefied propane 
gas, a volatile heating and cooking fuel.” 

Respected British journalist Ambrose 
Evans-Pritchard wrote in his book The 
Secret Life of Bill Clinton, “Infants too 
young to use masks were subjected to 
six hours’ exposure to CS gas.” Many 
experts contend that some of the babies 
could have died from the gas alone, even 
without the fire. 

“It is my contention that every salient 
fact put forward by the Clinton Adminis- 
tration about Waco is a lie. I do not believe 
that the Branch Davidians were stockpil- 
ing weapons for offensive action, or any 
action,” Evans-Pritchard wrote. When 
some of the Davidians were later put on 
trial, jury foreman Sarah Bain said, “The 
federal government was absolutely out of 
control here. We spoke in the jury room 
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about the fact that the wrong people were 
on trial, that it should have been the ones 
who planned the raid and orchestrated it 
and insisted on carrying out this plan who 
should have been on trial.” 

Evans-Pritchard contends that it is 
likely that the flammable residue from 
the CS gas was ignited by accident, 
perhaps by a tank smashing into a fuel 
lantern during the final assault on April 
19, 1993 (when the Davidians’ electric- 
ity was cut off, they resorted to using 
lanterns). Another possibility, Evans- 
Pritchard offered, was that the flash-bang 
grenades or other explosives used by the 
FBI precipitated the fire. 

The use of tanks in the final assault 
has raised other questions. It is illegal, 
without a presidential waiver, to use any 
part of the army to execute the laws. On 
an Oklahoma City radio station (KTOK), 
Ricks denied to host Mike McCarville 
that there were any Delta Force mili- 
tary “operatives” present at Mt. Carmel. 
Ricks explained that they were only there 
as observers, in case the FBI needed their 
assistance. 

Of course, the official position of the 
U.S. government was that the Davidians 
had set the fire themselves. Before the 
final assault on April 19, Ricks told re- 
porters that the FBI was confident that 
the Davidians would not commit mass 
suicide, but after the inferno engulfed Mt. 
Carmel that afternoon, he shouted, “Oh, 
my God, they’re killing themselves!” In 
The Davidian Massacre, Carol Moore 
commented, “As if only a Davidian mass 
suicide could explain the fire.” 


Reactions to the Waco Tragedy 

Last fall, my wife and I visited the David- 
ian compound, a few miles outside Waco, 
Texas, where some members of the reli- 
gious sect still live. The gate was open, 
and we drove a short distance inside to 
where a monument had been erected in 
honor of the Branch Davidians who died 
there. It is a simple memorial, mostly just 
listing the names of the slain. I was struck 
by the large number of children who died 
in the fire, as they had inscribed their ages 
along with their names. 

It saddened me that this could happen in 
my country. At the time, many Americans 
were enraged, and directed their anger at 
the Clinton administration, including At- 
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Proud of the carnage? Almost as though it were a military victory against 


en ae. 


a foreign enemy, the flags of the United States, the state of Texas, and 


the ATF were raised over the burned-out ruins of Mount Carmel. The actions of the Clinton administration were cited by Timothy McVeigh for his 
murderous role in the deadly act of domestic terrorism two years later, when he and “others unknown” blew up the Murrah Federal Building in 


Oklahoma City. 


torney General Janet Reno. It is likely that 
the tragedy contributed to the Republicans 
taking control of both houses of Congress 
the next November. 

Unfortunately, some saw the tragic 
events at Waco, from February 28 to 
April 19, 1993, as something that called 
for a violent reaction against the federal 
government in general. Federal prosecu- 
tors alleged during the trial of Timothy 
McVeigh that he was motivated to bomb 
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building 
because of his anger over the Waco inci- 
dent. Considering Ricks’ connection to the 
Waco episode, this raises some interesting 
points. By the time of the Murrah bombing 
in 1995, Ricks was the lead agent in Okla- 
homa City for the FBI. Ricks was the very 
public spokesman for the FBI at Waco, the 
agent repeatedly seen on television. 

When the Murrah Federal Building was 
destroyed on April 19, 1995, two years to 
the day after the Branch Davidian fire, 
the FBI’s office, led by Ricks at the time, 
was located at 50 Penn Place — six miles 
from the bombing. That office was quickly 
cleared. In my interview with him, Ricks 
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declined to speculate as to whether he be- 
lieved McVeigh targeted a federal build- 
ing in Oklahoma specifically because of 
Ricks’ role at Waco. 

Since it is widely assumed that the 
Oklahoma City Bombing was intended to 
avenge Waco, I asked Ricks what lessons 
we could learn from the Waco debacle so 
as to prevent retaliations such as the Mur- 
rah building bombing. He didn’t think 
anything could be learned. When I sug- 
gested that perhaps the ATF gloating over 
its assault by raising the ATF flag over the 
rubble of the Waco complex could have 
been the final straw that would send an ir- 
rational person such as McVeigh over the 
edge, Ricks sharply rejected that theory. 
He told me that McVeigh was “bound to 
blow up something,” regardless of what 
was done at Waco. 

In fact, Ricks expressed empathy for 
those who mounted the flag because they 
had been “shot at” during the initial ATF 
raid. He then asked me if I had ever been 
“shot at” during a battle, adding quickly 
that he had been “shot at.” 

After the bombing of the Alfred P. Mur- 


rah federal building on April 19, 1995, the 
FBI agent in charge of its investigation 
was Bob Ricks. 

Moore concluded The Davidian Mas- 
sacre by calling for a special independent 
counsel to investigate what she called 
“the crimes against the Branch Davidians 
by BATF and FBI agents and officials.” 
Sadly, McVeigh’s evil actions in April 
1995 not only killed scores of innocent 
Americans, they also killed any chance 
of the investigation happening. After the 
Murrah bombing, some took the warped 
view that McVeigh’s actions, two years 
later, had somehow justified the govern- 
ment’s actions at Waco. 

Although Congress never did an inves- 
tigation of the Waco tragedy of a quarter 
century ago, it is an event that we should 
never forget. We should remember the 
next time a high-ranking government of- 
ficial spouts the official explanation for 
some tragic event in which the govern- 
ment was directly involved that this same 
government was anything but honest, 
forthright, and unsullied in its activities at 
Waco, and after. Hi 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mm EEE 


Carjacked the Wrong Guy 


ABC News reported on February 28 
about a Wisconsin man who successfully 
stopped a carjacker from stealing his car. 
The incident occurred in the parking lot of 
the company where the man is employed 
as a machinist. Milwaukee Machine Tool 
Corp. is located in a high-crime section of 
the city and, as a result, its employees are 
typically prepared to defend themselves if 
necessary. The Machine Tool worker in- 
volved in the ordeal had a concealed-carry 
permit, and he used his gun to fatally shoot 
the suspect. Witnesses say the employee 
had just pulled into the parking lot and 
was parking his car when a silver SUV 
pulled right up behind him and the suspect 
leapt out of the passenger side of the SUV 
armed with a gun and ran up to the em- 
ployee’s car. The employee quickly pulled 
out his own gun and fired at the carjacker, 
fatally injuring him. Once the driver of 
the SUV heard the shots, he quickly drove 
away, leaving his mortally wounded part- 
ner in crime to die lying in the parking lot. 

Co-worker Gabriel Alwin witnessed the 
whole thing and told Fox6 that, at the time 
of the shooting, it was “pitch dark.” Alwin 
also said that carjacking is a frequent oc- 
currence in the area, and employees are 
always prepared for such a crime. “You 
gotta watch for carjackers.... It’s a war 
zone, so you’re used to carjackers. You’re 
used to murderers. You gotta watch out for 
stuff like that. If not you’re a victim — 
I’m not trying to be a victim.” Alwin also 
said that most of the company’s employ- 
ees carry concealed and try to be ready 
for criminals. “I think everybody around 
here pretty much carries. We got guys that 
carry here and I’ve told them when we pull 
in here and we’re waiting, put it right on 
your lap. Put it on your lap and we face the 
gate. We back in so our fronts are facing 
the gate open. Everything is conscious of 
what’s going on in this area,” Alwin said. 

Dean Hazen of Urbana, Illinois, is a 
retired police officer who now prepares 
people for having a concealed-carry per- 
mit. Hazen told ABC News that while 
gun owners should be prepared to defend 
themselves, they should always try to 
avoid taking a life if possible. “It’s a ter- 
rible thing, the worst thing you can pos- 
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sibly do in your life with never-ending 
consequences.... The intent is never to kill 
anybody. The intent is to stop the threat. 
Whether they live or die is not up to you.” 

Authorities say the investigation is on- 
going, and the worker is fully cooperating. 


Man With AR-15 
Stops Violent Attack 


The AR-15 has been in the news a lot lately 
as the anti-gun, left-wing media has con- 
tinued to treat it as a threat to public safety 
and are working relentlessly to smear any 
AR-15 owner as a potential mass shooter. 
But a story out of Oswego Township, II- 
linois, showed us there are indeed AR-15 
owners out there who have good inten- 
tions and that the AR-15 can be used as a 
non-violent deterrent. Patch.com reported 
on February 27 about a man who used an 
AR-15 to stop a violent attack without even 
firing the weapon. Police say a domestic 
dispute between two neighbors in an apart- 
ment complex escalated into a knife attack 
where one neighbor repeatedly stabbed an- 
other neighbor. The entire violent stabbing 
was witnessed by a third man named Dave 
Thomas. Thomas would later tell police 
that he saw blood all over the hallway and 
decided he had to help. Thomas, who teach- 
es a concealed-carry course, ran back to his 
residence and grabbed his AR-15. Wielding 
the weapon, Thomas ran back to the scene 
of the violent attack and pointed his AR-15 
at the attacker. Thomas told WGN-TV that 
he chose the AR-15 because it’s a “bigger 
gun, I think a little more of an intimidation 
factor. Definitely played a part in him actu- 
ally stopping.” Thomas also told WGN-TV 
that the attacker stopped once he was star- 
ing down the barrel of an AR-15. Thomas 
said the suspect was a “half a breath away 
from getting his head blown off and he 
knew that.... That’s why he put the knife 
down.” Thomas ordered the suspect to stop 
the violent attack and then held him at gun- 
point until law enforcement arrived. 
Thomas explained to WGN-TV that he 
prefers the AR-15 for multiple reasons: 
“The AR-15 is my weapon of choice for 
home protection.... It’s light, it’s maneu- 
verable. If you train and know how to use 
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it properly, it’s not dangerous. And this is 
just a perfect example of good guy with 
an AR-15 stopped a bad guy with a knife. 
And there were no lives taken, so all in all 
it was a good day.” 

Indeed, this is not the only example of 
an AR-15 being successfully used as a 
defensive weapon. Scott Morefield wrote 
an article on Townhall.com on February 
26 about multiple examples of when the 
AR-15 was used to save lives and defend 
innocent victims from their violent attack- 
ers. Morefield concluded his piece with the 
following astute observation about how 
the anti-gun mainstream media’s attempt 
to demonize AR-15 owners is completely 
out of touch with the reality. “If, as even the 
most rabid gun control proponent would 
admit when pressed, the vast majority of 
America’s approximately 15 million AR-15 
owners would use their weapons for self- 
defense rather than for unlawful purposes, 
what justification can possibly [be] made 
for disarming these people in an effort to 
try to disarm criminals who wouldn’t fol- 
low the law anyway? In the end there’s no 
logical justification, only empty rhetoric.” 


Off-duty Cop Ends 
Gas Station Robbery 


AM New York reported on March 6 that 
an armed robbery was stopped by the 
brave actions of an off-duty police officer. 
Two armed men tried to rob a gas station 
in Brooklyn, but an off-duty cop witnessed 
the hold-up inside the gas-station booth. 
The officer walked up to the booth, pulled 
out his own gun, and aimed it at both 
suspects. The cop yelled to the suspects 
to stop and identified himself as a police 
officer. Instead of complying with the 
officer’s lawful orders, the two suspects 
turned their weapons toward the cop. The 
officer’s training kicked in, and he fired 
at the suspects, hitting one of the men 
in the torso. The other suspect ran from 
the scene, leaving his injured accomplice 
behind. The wounded suspect was trans- 
ported to a nearby medical facility, where 
he later died owing to the severity of his 
wound. The investigation is ongoing. Ml 
— PATRICK KREY 
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Freedom Index spring wheat 
Voting Records 1999-2017: J Trasoyuedns 


The index you’ve used to track 
whether your congressman is 
voting according to the Constitution 
now features cumulative scores 
online, as well as scores for former 
congressmen, at TheNewAmerican. 
com/freedomindex. A perfect 
resource for the online activist! 


The Perilous Push for 
Universal Basic Income 


ITEM: “Today, 48 percent of Americans 
support it [universal basic income], ac- 
cording to a new Northeastern University/ 
Gallup survey of more than 3,000 U.S. 
adults,” reported CNBC on February 26. 
As CNBC’ reporter Anna Nova noted: 
“Proposals for universal basic income pro- 
grams vary, but the most common one is 
a system in which the federal government 
sends out regular checks to everyone, re- 
gardless of their earnings or employment.” 
CNBC quoted Guy Standing, co-found- 
er of the Basic Income Earth Network, 
who spoke on the subject at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland: 


“The claim is often made that if you 
give people a basic income, they’ll 
become lazy and stop doing work,” 
Standing said. “It’s an insult to the 
human condition. Basic incomes tend 
to increase people s work rather than 
reduce it.”’ 

Thats because research has shown 
that a basic income can improve 
people’s mental and physical health, 
Standing said, as well as encour- 
age them to pursue employment for 
reasons more meaningful than just a 
need to put food on the table. 


The piece also pointed out that the notion 
“of universal basic income is more popu- 
lar with certain groups. For example, 65 
percent of Democrats want to see a uni- 
versal basic income and 54 percent of 
people between the ages of 18 and 35 do. 
In comparison, just 28 percent of Repub- 
licans support universal basic income.” 
Trem: An article carried by Salon.com for 
March 3, which first appeared on AlterNet 
(a progressive news magazine and a proj- 
ect of the non-profit Independent Media 
Institute), recalled that Mark Zuckerberg, 
co-founder of Facebook, “during his 
2017 commencement speech at Harvard, 
optimistically called UBI a ‘cushion’ that 
would enable everyone to try new ideas 
that could change the world.” 

AlterNet Valerie Vande Panne also 
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Again, there just aren’t enough rich people: At present if the U.S. government taxed away every 
cent in income above $100,000, taxed away all profits from Fortune 500 companies, and eliminated 
foreign aid, it still couldn’t pay its bills — let alone pay for a Universal Basic Income. 


wrote, “Everyone will potentially get a 
piece of the poverty pie regardless of in- 
come. Call it ‘luxury communism’ and 
embrace it!” 

“And so, many of the richest men in the 
world — who are inevitably rich because 
they are skilled at concentrating wealth into 
their own hands — are telling the public 
UBI could ensure dignity and self-esteem.” 

“They’re also saying its inevitable. 
Global business leaders Richard Branson 
and Elon Musk say a UBI will become a 
necessity as tech replaces jobs.” 
CORRECTION: It seems that we have heard 
this type of siren song before. Here’s the 
come-on this time: Let’s just have the gov- 
ernment give everybody handouts. But of 
course, there is no free money. 

The promised land is enticing, as it was 
in Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union, 
which also held out illusory visions of in- 
finite happiness. What was delivered was 
decidedly different. 

The problem occurs with the actual re- 
sults. As French political economist and 
philosopher Bertrand de Jouvenel put it: 
“There is a tyranny in the womb of every 
utopia.” This is not to suggest that all-em- 
bracing Silicon Valley despotism is nigh, 
but rather to warn that there are ambitious 
fantasists who would remake the world and 
have goals that are not readily apparent or 


could be hijacked by those with toxic aims. 

Prominent technology leaders are offer- 
ing salvation from unemployment via fur- 
ther bloating the welfare state with dollars 
wrenched from taxpayers. The solution, we 
are led to believe, is for guaranteed checks 
to be bestowed on everyone. 

Consider a recent piece carried in Re- 
code (a California-based technology news 
website). The March 8 article pointed out 
that days earlier, UBI “officially became 
part of California’s Democratic Party plat- 
form, signaling that the idea is beginning 
to enter the political mainstream at the 
same time Silicon Valley leaders are put- 
ting their weight behind it.” This is how 
the plan was described: 


Universal Basic Income is the idea 
that all citizens should receive a 
certain amount of money from the 
government, with no regulations on 
spending attached. In recent years, 
tech leaders have funded major proj- 
ects in the space: Y Combinator Re- 
search piloted a program in Oakland 
that gave people $1,500 a month for 
a year, and Facebook co-founder 
Chris Hughes [is funding a project in 
Stockton, California]. 


The backing of private pilot programs is 
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one matter. But that is not the ultimate 
goal. Eventually, the government would 
take over the plan. California, as one 
might imagine, is a key breeding ground 
for such designs. And universal basic 
income is already being implemented 
overseas by governments. The Los An- 
geles Times summarized some of these 
programs last June: 


San Francisco’s Office of Financial 
Empowerment is “exploring” wheth- 
er to launch a demonstration pro- 
gram, according to its director, Sean 
Kline. So far, the city has joined in 
a $100-million grant proposal to the 
MacArthur Foundation and started 
planning for a conference of UBI ex- 
perts this fall. 

Other programs are further along. 
Finland this year launched a three- 
year test providing monthly checks 
worth 560 euros, or about $625, to 
2,000 unemployed workers aged 25 
to 58. They’ ll give up their existing 
government benefits in return, but 
will still receive the checks if they get 
jobs. The Dutch city of Utrecht has 
started a two-year pilot plan award- 


ing 250 residents the equivalent of 
about $1,100 a month. The Canadian 
province of Ontario is about to launch 
a project giving 4,000 randomly cho- 
sen residents in three cities the equiv- 
alent of $13,000 U.S. annually. 


The scheme has attractions for many. Dis- 
sent magazine noted last spring that UBI 
had just been endorsed by the Movement 
for Black Lives as part of a reparations 
program. Meanwhile, Canada’s Leap 
Manifesto called for its consideration on 
the grounds of environmental sustainabil- 
ity. Jeremy Corbyn said that the Labour 
Party would investigate the prospects for 
basic income in the U.K., and experiments 
in Scotland have been backed by the left- 
wing SNP. When Benoit Hamon won the 
Socialist Party presidential nomination in 
France, the party’s platform included a 
basic income. 

There are UBI proponents (and detrac- 
tors) with markedly opposing political and 
philosophical views. The above Dissent 
account pointed out that UBI “has the po- 
tential to act as a Trojan horse for the left 
or right: left critics fret that it will serve as 
a vehicle for dissolving the remains of the 
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welfare state, while proponents herald it as 
the ‘capitalist road to communism.” 

Some libertarians in the United States, 
aghast at the current welfare system, have 
been open (at least in theory) to replacing 
that tangled quagmire with a simpler so- 
lution. The current situation assuredly fits 
the definition of a “hot mess.” Below is an 
official graphic from the House Ways and 
Means Committee (in 2015) that depicts 
anti-poverty programs, which don’t work 
but never die. 

Mike Tanner, a senior fellow at the Cato 
Institute, was on target in his description 
last summer of the failures of these bu- 
reaucracies, noting that the federal gov- 
ernment was then funding 


more than 100 separate anti-poverty 
programs, at an annual cost of nearly 
$700 billion per year. State and local 
governments spend another $300 
billion per year on anti-poverty pro- 
grams. Yet, despite this roughly $1 
trillion investment, poverty rates (even 
using more accurate alternative mea- 
sures) have not significantly improved 
since the 1970s, and economic mobil- 
ity among the poor remains stagnant. 


However, Tanner has also suggested that 
we should consider replacing the exist- 
ing convoluted welfare state with a UBI. 
Though such a contention might count as 
a hypothetical debater’s point, in truth the 
scheme is likely as castles in the sky. Each 
of these existing programs has backers with 
vested interests who would fight tooth and 
nail to keep their beneficiaries on the dole. 

Here’s the more likely outcome in to- 
day’s world of “entitlements” should 
a national UBI be initiated: It would be 
added to the futile, expensive patchwork 
of schemes already in place. 

Even setting common sense aside for 
the sake of argument, such notions have 


And yet they fail: A chart by the House Ways 
and Means Committee shows the myriad 
welfare agencies of the federal government. 
https://waysandmeans. house.gov/chairman- 
boustany-better-coordinating-welfare- 
programs-to-serve-families-in-need/ 
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a poor track record. Writing in the Daily 
Signal in February, the Heritage Founda- 
tion’s Mimi Teixeira observed: 


In the 1970s, the government ran four 
random control experiments across six 
states to try the negative income tax, a 
similar policy proposal that was popu- 
lar at the time. In each test, the work 
disincentive effect was disastrous. 
For every $1,000 in added benefits to 
a family, there was an average reduc- 
tion in $660 of wages from work. 
There are many reasons universal 
basic income proposals fail. The pol- 
icy tends to direct resources to people 
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who do not need them, while increas- 
ing dependency and decreasing work 
across the truly needy population. 
The most apparent flaw in the uni- 
versal basic income proposal is the 
lack of work requirements. Work 
requirements are important because 
they help those in poverty achieve 


self-sufficiency. Additionally, a vast 
majority of Americans believe that 
people should be required to work in 
exchange for benefits. 


Having the government handing out money 
to all might sound superficially attractive 
— but it becomes foolhardy with just a bit 
of analysis. Indeed, the idea was too much 
to swallow for New York Times’ economic 
columnist Eduardo Porter. 

Porter simply could not make the arith- 
metic work. He cited Robert Greenstein of 
the left-leaning Center on Budget and Pol- 
icy Priorities, who had taken out his calcu- 
lator and discovered that writing a check 
of $10,000 to 300 million or so Americans 
would cost more than $3 trillion annually. 
“Where would all of that funding come 
from?” he asked rhetorically in May 2016. 


Failed philosophy: Proponents of a universal basic income believe that if we just give everyone 
money, whether they work or not, more unemployed people will begin working. But government 
studies from the 1970s showed that more free money meant less work. 


Even those willing to be convinced find 
themselves doubting about the expense 
of establishing a universal basic income. 
Vanessa Brown Calder, an expert in the 
field, commented in the Cayman Finan- 
cial Review in April of 2017 that the UBI 
figures did not seem “very feasible — at 
least not without large tax increases.” 
She cited calculations made by Cato’s 
aforementioned Michael Tanner. Those 
statistics revealed that if the federal 
government 


less ‘universal’ and a lot more like your 
average cash transfer welfare program,” 
said Brown. Even beyond the direct out- 
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lays, she wrote, 


providing every U.S. citizen with a 
cash grant is likely to have a large 
and negative behavioral effect. Econ- 
omists agree that welfare programs 
create labor supply disincentives, 
meaning that individuals reduce work 
because of government benefits. 


provided just $12,316 for every indi- 
vidual in the United States, or enough 
to bring them to the non-elderly federal 
poverty line, the cost of UBI in the U.S. 
would be nearly $4.4 trillion, more than 
the entire U.S. federal budget. In his 
paper on the topic, he notes that “even 
if the guaranteed national income re- 
placed every existing anti-poverty pro- 
gram, we would still be some $3.4 tril- 


It amounts to nearly all the tax rev- 
enue collected by the federal govern- 
ment.... Cut it by half to $5,000? That 
wouldn’t even clear the poverty line. 
And it would still cost as much as the 
entire federal budget except for So- 
cial Security, Medicare, defense and 
interest payments. 
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lion short.” In order to make ends meet 
in this scenario, the tax liabilities of 
high-income individuals would likely 
be substantially impacted. 


This massive expense would likely mean 
that UBI would just be limited to low-in- 
come individuals, she noted. But, at that 
point, that would leave “UBI looking a lot 


If you want less of something, tax it; if you 
want more of something, subsidize it. That 
tendency will not change until the laws 
governing human behavior are repealed. 
And if you want to recompense people re- 
gardless of their effort, you will be likely 
to get more indolent people — regardless 
of the alleged high-minded wishes of some 
proponents of universal basic income. 

So what really would happen if, in the 
name of eliminating inequality, the state 
were to become the guarantor of all “basic 
needs” for everyone? Who would actually 
be empowered in such a case? One could 
argue over who would be the ultimate win- 
ner. However, it stretches credulity to the 
limit to think that the victor would be in- 
dividual liberty. Hl 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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THE !,\5 WORD 


BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


Terrified of Tariffs? 


o judge from the im- 
passioned cries of 
his opponents, one 


might think President Donald 
Trump’s tariff announcement 
on March 1 was the opening 
shot of a calamitous “trade 
war” that will end in apoca- 
lypse and ashes. Imposing a 
tariff of 25 percent on for- 
eign-made steel and 10 per- 
cent on imported aluminum 
is apparently, in some minds, 
more barbaric and heartless 
than destroying Iraq, militar- 
ily occupying Afghanistan 
for the past 17 years (and on 
into infinity), bombing Syria 
into oblivion, overthrowing 
governments in Egypt and Libya, launching drone and missile 
attacks against other countries, etc. 

In fact, some of the hand-wringers who fret that Trump’s tariffs 
will end in a trade war don’t seem to have much problem at all 
getting behind perpetual shooting wars in all corners of the globe. 
They fuss over China’s retaliation against U.S.-grown sorghum or 
the prospect that Europe may retaliate with tariffs on U.S.-made 
peanut butter, orange juice, and Harley Davidsons. But many of 
the same don’t appear to find a military war with North Korea — 
including retaliation with nuclear missiles — particularly concern- 
ing. They’re filled with angst over projected tariff costs — running 
into tens or hundreds of billions of dollars — presented in worst- 
case-scenario fantasies by tariff critics, while at the same time un- 
flinchingly, reflexively voting for massive new outlays for our far- 
flung, never-ending, and undefined War on Terror that has already 
consumed trillions of American dollars, not to mention the lives of 
thousands of American servicemen and well over one million for- 
eign civilian casualties. We have already sunk $5.6 trillion into our 
War on Terror ventures in Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, and Syria. 
Those costs also do not include the additional huge sums involved 
in the additional 70-plus countries where our ever-expanding War 
on Terror has operations of one kind or another ongoing. 

Globalists of the Democrat-Republican duopoly in Washington, 
D.C., are in a dither over Trump’s tariff moves. Senators John Mc- 
Cain and Lindsey Graham, two of the GOP’s most rabid “Never 
Trump” war hawks, go completely weak at the knees at the thought 
of tariffs and “trade wars.” McCain, who is ever ready to “let slip 
the dogs of war” at a moment’s notice, ripped the Trump tariffs, 
warning they “will harm the American economy, hurt American 
workers, and damage relations with America’s allies and partners.” 
His Mini-Me clone, Graham, who has been impatiently beating 
the war drums against Iran and North Korea, is distraught at the 
thought of tariffs. 


primeimages/E+/Getty Images Plus 


44 


“Please reconsider,” he 
pleaded with the president, 
calling the tariff announce- 
ment “a huge mistake.” Pat- 
rick Buchanan notes, “Twen- 
ty-four hours earlier, Graham 
had confidently assured us 
that war with a nuclear-armed 
North Korea is ‘worth it.”” 

“All the damage that would 
come from a war [with North 
Korea] would be worth it in 
terms of long-term stability 
and national security,” said 
Graham. Buchanan aptly 
comments: “A steel tariff ter- 
rifies Graham. A new Korean 
war does not?” 

Across the aisle, Califor- 
nia Democrat Senator Dianne Feinstein has supported virtually 
every U.S. shooting, bombing, killing war across the planet 
— from Bosnia and Kosovo to Iraq, Afghanistan, etc. But the 
horrors of a “trade war’ curdle her blood. Feinstein, a certi- 
fied one-worlder (she’s a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations and was an early member of the Trilateral Commis- 
sion), issued a statement on March 8 charging that “President 
Trump’s decision to impose steel and aluminum tariffs risks a 
global trade war.” 

Senators McCain, Graham, Feinstein, and other bipartisan 
pom-pom girls for so-called free trade can be depended on not 
only to waste precious American blood, treasure, and goodwill 
on endless wars, but also to view tariffs as the equivalent of 
the bubonic plague. Tariffs, they aver, will devastate our econ- 
omy, yet they favor sovereignty-destroying agreements such as 
NAFTA, TPP, and TTIP that demolish our manufacturing and 
technology bases, make us dependent on our enemies for critical 
materials, and subject us to the jurisdiction of the World Trade 
Organization and the United Nations. In truth, the “free trade” 
lobby has been engaged in a real trade war against America 
since the end of World War II. In 1945, we had an average tariff 
rate of 10.6 percent. That has steadily decreased to less than 
two percent. However, as the U.S. Trade Representative web- 
site notes, “One-half of all industrial goods entering the United 
States enter duty free’ — which means with zero tariffs. 

The politicians and economic “experts” who are expressing 
horror at the thought of tariffs are also fighting the Trump ad- 
ministration’s efforts to roll back the federal regulatory state that 
is waging war on our businesses and making it impossible for 
them to compete globally. President Trump is making sincere 
efforts to slash the job-killing regulations that cost our economy 
$1.9 trillion annually. Those who would avoid the “tariff wars” 
would do well to enlist on Trump’s side in the regulatory war. 
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